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HENDERSON
INDUSTRIAL DAYS

This view of the site selected for the BMI plant was taken on "géi)tember"‘iS, 194 3
by Ted Watterson of the McNeil Company, to record the atmosphere below Black
Mountain just before a fleet of bulldozers went into action clearing off the brush -
breaking the ground that would become Henderson, Nevada.
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fice of the Henderson Cham-
ber of Commerce.



INDUSTRIAL DAYS
DEDICATION

Henderson Chamber of Commerce takes great
pleasure in dedicating the 1964 presentation of the
Thirteenth Annual Henderson Industrial Days
jointly to another exciting year of Henderson com-
munity growth and as a major activity of the
Nevada statehood centennial celebration.

In keeping with this dedication there is includ-
ed in this program a brief narration of the histori-
cal development of the city of Henderson, under
the authorship of Mary Ellen Sadovich. The theme
of the Industrial Days Parade is designed to depict
“Historical Events in Nevada History;” The Indus-
trial Days Booster Badges identifies the wearer as
a “Settler.” The Arts and Crafts exhibit will feature
Nevada artifacts; The Industrial Days Ball will
require settler or western attire; and the climaxing
event of the historical theme will be an old fashioned
Bar B Que following the Industrial Days Parade,
so, you are cordially invited to “HEAD 'EM UP
AND MOVE 'EM OUT” toward the Henderson In-
dustrial Days celebration., April 23, 24, 25 and 26,
1964.

Lyal W. Burkholder, General Chairman

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
OFFICERS

Selma Bartlett ... Second Vice President
Lyal Burkholder ... Director
TV S0 e re s N [ 4 I R D Treasurer
35 51 (0 5 By 1 D S N e Director
Ron Langford ... First Vice President
Clinton Lyons ... .. .. Director
Eranle Morrell . e President
IBOH RO zoaMend ol Lok L Sl ISt Director
Branle PRGe) . s moe Director
Dick Pryor ... R (1DIDEEEOT
B T T R O e S SRR S Director
Frank Schreck ... .. Director
Bob Woodruff ... i DiYECEOT

DICK
STEWART
MOTORS

HENDERSON'S
ONLY

NEW CAR DEALER

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE
SALES

and
SERVICE

Water Street and Boulder Highway
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For a Better Henderson
For Better LIVING

ESTATES

* THREE OR FOUR BEDROOMS

Furnished Models Turn Right
on lvy off Vegas Wash Road




HENDERSON
NEVADA

17,176 POPULATION
ELEVATION, 1900 FEET

H enderzon, Rocket Fuel Capital of the World,
located 13 miles from Las Vegas, Gambling and En-
tertainment Mecca of the World; 16 miles from
Hoover (Boulder) Dam; 290 miles from Los An-
geles; 14 miles from Nellis Air Base, home of the
Thunderbirds ; 90 miles from Death Valley; 80 miles
from the Nevada Atomic Test Site; 15 miles from
Lake Mead; and a few hours drive from numerous
national parks and recreation areas, has every rea-
son for a natural continuous development such as
has never before been witnessed in the desert areas
of the Southwest.

HENDERSON OFFERS TO RESIDENTS

Modern, well equipped schools, with adult ed-
ucation program; 24-hour legal gambling casinos;
excellent shopping centers, motor hotels, and bank-
ing facilities; public library, swimming pool, and
theater; fraternal organizations; country club and
two golf courses; mountain winter sports resorts;
fishing, swimming, and boating facilities on Lake
Mead ; youth center; churches of all denominations;
modern hospital facilities; adequate housing accom-
modations in every price range, and employment
for several thousand adults in a wide variety of
career fields.

HENDERSON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
152 Water Street Henderson, Nevada

FIRST CITY COUNCIL — Left to right:
Lou LaPorta, John Ivary, William Engle, Dr. James French,
Nathan D. VanWagenen.

Paul Dickover,

NOW ON SALE! NEW LOW COST!

GO FIRST CLASS! RIDE AIR CONDITIONED!
rrigiKing
FOR YOUR PRESENT CAR

OVER 5000 SALES AND SERVICE OUTLETS NATIONWIDE
WITH OVER 10,000 FACTORY TRAINED MEN TO SERVICE AND INSTALL

AVAILABLE LOCALLY AT:

BASIC MOTOR SERVICE

Phone 565-3191
Nevada's Oldest Auto Air Conditioner Distributor

All lines of expert mechanical work available
Slogan: “We fix anything, even a
broken heart we give a fry.”

Flive



LUMBER PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL

BUILDERS’ SUPPLY

“’Suppliers of All
BUILDING MATERIALS"

LYONS HARDWARE
and Sporting Goods

CLINTON LYONS

PHIL COTE
16 West Pacific Phone 565-2242
Henderson. Nevada 1245 North Boulder Highway
; Henderson, Nevada

o

Swanky Club

C SMORGASBORD

o =

gt ~ Chicken and Steaks
R T, -‘;’ﬂ"l\ -
‘- ' .a‘!: % 3

Come As You Are

Henderson, Nevada

HENDERSON TELEPHONE CO.

OGFFERS

NATIONWIDE DIALING — WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO USE THIS SERVICE
DIAL 112 - YOUR CIRCLE DIDGET, THEN THE AREA CODE TO WHERE YOU
WANT TO CALL THEN THE FULL TELEPHONE NUMBER YOU WISH TO CALL.

EXAMPLE: Salt Lake City, Utah — 112 - Circle Didget 801 - Then your party’s
full telephone number.

Six



This maganese mine now abandoned was discovered in 1917.
One of the discoverers of the mine, B. R. Jefferson, bought
the old ranch that became the nucleus of Pittman, now part
of Henderson, Nevada.

On Halloween Day, October 31, 1864, President
Abraham Lincoln signed into law the bill which
brought all of that land between the Territory of
Utah and the State of California, from the southern
border of Oregon to the 37th parallel, into the Union
as the State of Nevada. The largely uninhabited,
unexplored area between the 37th parallel and the
Colorado River was left a part of the Territory of
Arizona.

This parcel of land called Mohave County, Ari-
zona, contained a buried city, yet unexcavated; an
epson-salt spring; a cave that would become fam-
ous as the resting place of the giant sloth; a mag-
nificent petroglyph area dating to prehistoric times;
the Las Vegas Spring that would provide water for
a railroad and a city; extensive mineral deposits
that would give rise to Searchlight, Goodsprings,
and El Dorado Canyon, towns that became famous
in the annals of western mining communities; and
several hundred acres of desolate desert land on
the eastern slope of Las Vegas Valley at the foot
of Black Mountain, which was destined to become
the site of Henderson, the Industrial and Recrea-
tional Center of Nevada.

May of 1866 found Nevada with boundaries
extended to seize from Arizona the lands contiguous
to the Colorado River. The entire acquisition was
attached to Lincoln County, with the County Seat
at Pioche. Nevada’s unhappy new residents found
it necessary to travel two or three days to conduct
business at the nearest seat of government.

During the first 30 years which followed this
acquisition from Arizona, prospectors were lured
into the area seeking new deposits of the metal
which had already secured for Nevada the name
“Silver State.” Good luck accompanied these wan-
derers, and extensive veins of precious metals were
located bringing into existence Searchlight and
Goodsprings. However, a paucity of water and

(Continued one page 11)

Best Wishes

from

HENDERSON
DRUG
COMPANY

Rexall Agency

128 Market Street

Walgreen Agency

526 Boulder Highway

Medical Arts Pharmacy

71 Frontier Highway

THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
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LIBERTY BELL 7
July 21, 1961
FREEDOM 7 /
N |/
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Four Miles _to a Heartheat

That’s how fast our astronauts .tra\’ei:lec{_'in
their historie flights through space. In reaching
speeds of 17,500 miles an hour, they brought

~planetary exploration to the horizon and faster-

than-sound commercial travel to our doorstep.

Design and construction of the Mercury
called for a metal that was light enough to get
airborne. Strong enough to take the abuse of a

- violent lift-off. Tough enough to stand tem-

peratures that wilt aluminum. And safe enough
to guarantee our national prestige while the
world watehed each and every flight.

Only one metal eould do all that. Titanium.
Only one metal had logged so much time in the
fiery world of speed, ranging all the way from
the F'-86 to the X-15. Titanium. And out of this
experience, now comes a civilian airplane that
will fly coast-to-coast in just 90 minutes. This
airplane, called the Supersonic Transport, will
be made basically of titanium.

The astronauts travelled four miles to a
heartbeat. In a Supersonic Transport, you'll

travel faster than the sun. Thanks to imagina- .
tion. Thanks to ability. Thanks to titanium.

titanium

-

TITANIUM METALS CORPORATION
OF AMERICA
233 Broadway, New York 7, N.Y.
NEW YORK CLEVELAND = CHICAGO= DALLAS = LOS ANGELES




HI-WAY
FURNITURE and APPLIANCE

565-3901

CLYDE AND VIVIAN WILSON
1241 Boulder Highway Henderson, Nevada

VAN VALEY’S

FAMILY SHOE STORE & MEN'S WEAR

Same Location 16 Years
SHOES FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Market Street Henderson
Phone 565-4801

The BMI Hospital was opened for service in No-

vember 1942 to serve employees of BMI. In June
1947, the hospital was released to the Dominican
Order of Catholic Nuns. Renamed “Rose de Lima
Hospital,” it now boasts the only Cobalt Therapy
Unit in Nevada, and a short-term rehabilitation
psychiatric Unit. It has recently undergone exten-

sive remodeling and expansion.
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COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE
OUR TENTH ANNIVERSARY

565-1011




For Fun and Excitement — Join the Crowds

ELDORADO CLUB

HENDERSON, NEVADA

BIG BINGO

WIN UP TO

$3200.00

SPIN THE WHEEL BILLY JAMES
and win up to $100.00 and the
DANCING Western All-Stars
CRAPS VISIT OUR NEW
Pg_l\;i?(;" and COCKTAIL
LOUNGE
CASHED 21

“It's the Talk of

The Town"




On February 1, 1935, the gates of the diversion tunnel at
the Dam site were closed, and water began to rise behind
Hoover (Boulder) Dam to create Lake Mead. Water soon
covered the old river towns, Callville, St. Thomas, and Rio-
ville, to create the only lake in Southern Nevada. With
its 550 mile shore line, Lake Mead is the largest man-made
lake in the world.

transportation facilities, as well as the ever-present
heat, inhibited industrial development and endowed
the region with an evil reputation. The year 1900
found these lands with a total population under
1000, and completely separated politically from the
rest of Nevada.

When a railroad was finally completed through
Southern Nevada in 1905, mining activity increased,
and speculators and miners moved into the area to
increase the population sufficiently to attract the
attention of Nevada politicians. Just 40 years after
the acquisition of the southern lands from Arizona,
in 1906, Governor John Sparks toured the area as
a part of his political campaign, marking the first
time a Nevada Governor had visited Southern
Nevada.

Quick to realize their advantage, the inhabitants
of the new lands bent the Governor’'s ear with the
woeful tale of the injustice of having the county
seat at Pioche. Leaving Las Vegas, Governor
Sparks made the long trip by train to Caliente.
After traveling another 33 miles from that village
to Pioche, by wagon, over a little-maintained dirt
road, Nevada's Governor had no doubt that Lincoln
County should be divided.

Finally, on July 5, 1909, the County Division
Law, passed by the Nevada Legislature, became ef-
fective, and the still uninhabited area in the shadow
of Black Mountain became a part of Clark County,
named for the Clark Brothers who had constructed
the first railroad in Southern Nevada. Las Vegas
became the County Seat.

County division brought extensive mining devel-
opment, and the creation of numerous mining dist-

(Continued on page 13)

BEST WISHES
for
SUCCESSFUL
INDUSTRIAL DAYS

FRONTIER
FIDELITY
SAVINGS

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

Harley E. Harmon, President
Charleston and Ninth
Phone 384-8762

Las Vegas, Nevada
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Las Vegas
INSURANCE ADJUSTERS I O PS
225 Water Street

Henderson, Nevada
565-3733

JIM WARMOTH, Manager M A R K ET
ﬁ When You Think of Quality M E A T

Think of TO P S

VERNAYIS Forthe FINEST

SPORTSWEAR - - LINGERIE
ACCESSORIES

GROCERIES - SUNDRIES - HOUSEHOUD GOODS
USDA Eastern Choice Beef

432 South Boulder Highway
565-6391

ROYAL CLUB

Henderson’s First & Finest

WHERE THE CUSTOMER

IS KING
FINE
FOODS CRAPS 21 co:rl\gglts
Serveﬁ ;1YH0UFS POKER Friendly Bartenders
The Most Liberal Jackpots ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW AT THE

in Henderson ROYAL CLUB
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Lake Mead, scenic wonderland of the Southwest, is the
largest man-made lake in the world, and the only lake in
Southern Nevada. Just a few minutes drive from Hender-
son, it offers residents fishing, boating, swimming, and
water sport facilities and annually attracts several thous-
and visitors.

ricts, until the major portion of Clark County was
blanketed with active districts converging on the
lonely lands below Black Mountain.

With the idea of supplying produce for these
mining operations, Big Jack Tuck moved his fam-
ily into the desert five miles east of Las Vegas
‘to homestead a ranch and dig a well. When Tuck’s
son was killed while hunting in 1912, under myster-
ious circumstances, Tuck was subjected to suspicion
and criticism. Soon afterwards, he sold the ranch
to Stovell Whitney. Here, Whitney and his partner,
Jack Lisle, maintained a small dairy for many
years.

Almost directly across Boulder Highway from
the present Railroad Pass Casino, some 10 miles
east of Stovell Whitney’s ranch, the little village
of Alunite was established in 1908. From here, an
eastern Geologist, Robert T. Hill, stirred booming
Searchlight with a theory of “scientific prospect-
ing.” Asserting that the land in the vicinity of
Railroad Pass was geologically similar to Nevada’s
famed Goldfield, and therefore similar in gold con-
tent, Hill promoted sufficient financial aid to org-
anize the Alunite Mining Distriet. Hill’'s theory
proved unsound, and now, the Alunite #1 shaft,
marked only by a mine dump and piles of debris,
is visable from Boulder Highway.

Alunite soon faded, as the gold failed to mat-
erialize, but newspapers as far away as Los Angeles
carried exaggerated tales of Hill’s gold discoveries,
and prospecting was instigated bringing miners al-
most within the present city limits of Henderson.

Automobiles had entered Southern Nevada by
this time, and one of the interesting news stories
from October, 1910, relates how John T. Hayes es-
tablished a speed record by driving an automobile
from Alunite all the way to Las Vegas, (some 20
miles), in 1 hour and 15 minutes. Hayeg’ route fol-

(Continued on page 14)

The

HENDERSON INDUSTRIAL
DAYS COMMITTEE

Thanks the Advertisers

For Their Fine Support

25 Years Photographic Service

To Southern Nevada

BASIC PHOTO

Day 565-7627 Night 384-7627
149 Market Street — Henderson
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lowed the trail that would become a highway, tra-
versing the lands that would become Henderson.
Then, westward, he cut through Stovell Whitney’'s
ranch, establishing a trail which others would now
brave to visit Hill's mysterious diggings.

Shortly after Hayes’ historic journey had creat-
ed headlines in the Las Vegas newspaper, James
Miller, who claimed to be a senator from an eastern
state, entered Las Vegas intent upon solving his
marital troubles in the Nevada courts. Once here,
he decided to stay! Seeking the solitude of the
desert, Miller left Las Vegas, traveling east some
six miles past Whitney’s ranch. On the trail pioneer-
ed by Hayes, he homesteaded a ranch, to became
the first inhabitant of the lands within present Hen-
derson. Big cottonwood trees soon marked the place
where Miller dug a well. In his elation at finding
sweet water, he named the ranch “Jericho.”

Excitement over the Alunite fiasco had barely
subsided, when in September of 1917, R.H. Ed-
wards, B.R. Jefferson, and F.F. Marrs, of Las
Vegas, located the manganese deposits which be-
came famous as the “Three Kids Mine,” near Las
Vegas Wash.

This discovery gave birth to the “Las Vegas
Mining District,” and early in 1918, James Cash-
man of Las Vegas received the contract for hauling
the 90,000 tons of ore expected to be shipped
monthly. Unfortunately, the ore was of such low
grade that the mine closed until a special flotation
process was initiated in the early 1940’s.

(Continued on page 17)

WITH ALL GOOD WISHES
FOR THE CENTENNIAL

Your Home Baker

HENDERSON BAKERY

125 Water Street 565-4864

Henderson

LOPEMAN and ANDERSON

INSURANCE and REAL ESTATE

30 Woater Street
Phone 565-3456

COMPLIMENTS
of

BANK OF
LAS VEGAS

HENDERSON
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CONTINUED SUCCESS TO HENDERSON,
INDUSTRIAL CENTER OF NEVADA

ROCKET POWER
for
DEFENSE and SPACE MISSIONS

Begins in

HENDERSON
AT

AMERICAN POTASH
&
CHEMICAL

CORPORATION

Industrial and Agricultural Chemicals




BEST WISHES

NEVADA RESORT
ASSOCIATION

Compliments of

CASINO CENTER

DOWNTOWN LAS VEGAS

CALIFORNIA CLUB HORSESHOE HOTEL

Coii
CLUB BINGO and Casino
Diamond Jim's LAS VEGAS CLUB

NEVADA CLUB ' LUCKY CASINO
FREMONT HOTEL

and Casino THE MINT
GOLDEN GATE PIONEER CLUB
GOLDEN NUGGET SILVER PALACE

““World’s Brightest Skyline”
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Now a ghost town, five miles east of Henderson, Railroad
Pass once boasted a school that served 40 students. Railroad
Pass was built on the site of an earlier ghost town, Alunite.
Art Klinger, long time resident of Railroad Pass, was a
member of the Board of Education of the Railroad Pass
School District. His son still maintains a service station
and the only home in the Pass.

The mining activity from the “Three Kids” did
not affect the development of the lands below Black
Mountain at this time, however, with profits which
accrued from his mining interests, B. R. Jefferson
acquired the ranch which Senator Miller called
“Jericho.”

Mining declined after World War I, and Clark
County was soon bordered by a ring of silent ghost
towns as El Dorado Canyon, Searchlight, Good-
springs, and Arden were vacated by miners seeking
employment in more prosperous areas.

Attention was now directed to consideration
of the theory that the Colorado River could be
utilized for irrigation and generation of electricity.
For ten long years residents of Clark County await-
ed the legislation that would bring about an effort
to harness the Colorado. Finally, in 1928, the Swing-
Johnson Bill was signed by President Calvin Coo-
lidge, authorizing a dam in the Black Canyon of the
Colorado, some twenty miles east of Jefferson’s
“Jericho.”

Work on the gigantic Hoover (Boulder) Dam
construction began on March 11, 1931. The per-
gonnel at Black Canyon during the first drilling
season numbered some 58 men. Their camp con-
sisted of 28 tents, and it was located on Jefferson's
ranch, “Jericho.” With this influx of squatters on

(Continued on page 21)

BEST
WISHES

for another
GREAT CELEBRATION

From all your friends at

"’First With the Finest’’
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SMITH-WURZER

HENDERSON LUMBER CO.

601 Lake Mead Drive  Henderson, Nevada
565-2281 565-2291

DESERT CZ6ols Lottling e

424 No. Main

Hal Smith and Hal Wurzer
Ph 382-1
- e Extend a cordial invitation to you to bring your

Las Vegas, Nevada home improvement and building problems to us.

We welcome do-it-your-selfers

and will help you cut your material.
A COMPLETE LINE OF

Daus Style-Tone Paint
SECURITY REALTY

Artic Circle Coolers and Supplies
Refrigeration Filters
121 WATER STREET Hardware
Lumber
HENDERSON, NEVADA Building Materials
Tools
Garden Supplies

COURTEOUS, PROMPT SERVICE by HAL and HAL
GIL VALDEZ, “PAT” PATTERSON, FOY RAMSEY,

LEO JOHNSON, and Our Girl Friday BEA VALDEZ
SECURITY NATIONAL Henderson’s Oldest & Finest
Mortgage Company, Inc. LUMBER DEALERS

121 Water Street
Henderson, Nevada

REAL ESTATE ¢ INVESTMENTS e LOANS

5659251
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FOR THE BEST SEE
CLARK COUNTY ELECTRIC
Service Center

300 Charleston 382-2153

“We Service What We Sell”

MUCH SUCCESS

from

ELLIOTT ROOFING

2121 No. Boulder Highway  Phone 565-8582
PITTMAN

LOU F.
LA PORTA

LaPorta Insurance Agency

General Insurance

123 Water Street
Telephone 565-1911

Henderson, Nevada

HENDERSON
INDUSTRIAL PARK

CONTINUED GROWTH
WITH THE
CITY OF HENDERSON




SOUTHWEST GAS
CORPORATION

Serving Customers in

Nevada, California, Arizona

STANDARD
WHOLESALE SUPPLY CO.

NATURAL GAS 855 West Bonanza

Telephone DU 2-6930

MODERN AS TOMORROW . .

Las Vegas, Nevada

OUR 45th YEAR OF SERVING SOUTHERN NEVADA
WITH QUALITY MERCHANDISE FOR

FAMILY AND HOME

OPTIONAL CHARGE ACCOUNTS
S & H GREEN STAMPS
HOME OWNED DEPARTMENT STORE

41B FREMONT STREET
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

Twenty
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The above photograph shows Fremont Street looking toward
the Union Pacific Railroad Depot in late late 1920’s,

his property, Jefferson felt uncomfortable. Anxious
to live in a more private location, he subdivided his
ranch to create the little town “Jericho Heights,”
the real beginning of the present Henderson.

Somehow the name “Jericho Heights” did not
appeal to the new inhabitants, and the name “Mid-
way City,” indicating the distance between the heat
of Black Canyon and the cool of an icy drink in Las
Vegas, came into common usage.

Employment at the Hoover (Boulder) Dam Pro-
ject soon swelled to over 5,000, and it seemed pos-
sible that Midway City would become a permanent
town. However, when the Federal Government
built Boulder City, many residents of Midway City
moved to the new town near the Dam site.

Others preferred to move closer to Las Vegas,
to live in Whitney, the town created when Stovell
Whitney subdivided his ranch. The Duck Creek
School District was created to serve Whitney and
Midway City, and students were transported to
clagsses in Las Vegas. When a post office became
necessary to serve the population of the two new
towns, Midway City lost out again. Whitney re-
ceived a post office on March 28, 1932.

Still another town was created as the construec-
tion of the Dam progressed, and construction
workers rebelled against the prohibition of the
normal Nevada attributes, “legal gambling and
liquor over the bar,” in the federally managed

(Continued on page 25)

PRICE - RYAN
TRAILER PARK

Henderson's Newest and Finest
Trailer Area

Boulder Highway Pittman

HARVE

PERRY'S
MEN’'S SHOP

Henderson, Nevada
Phone 565-6421

1 West Pacific
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PROUD
o be @ part of Sendbrson's

PROGRESS

Nevada’s Largest ... Southern Nevada’s 0Oldest

FIRSTWESTERNSAVINGS

and Loan Association

508 So.Boulder Highway

Earl Lewis,Manager

GROWING WITH SALUTE TO
HENDERSON PROGRESS
D N
(i i GIL V. DYE
and

DYE OXYGEN CO.

Manufacturers and Distributors of
Industrial and Medical Gases
Henderson, Nevada

JONES CHEMICALS INC.

YOUR SOUTHERN NEVADA

BOB OLSEN CHEMICAL DISTRIBUTOR

Chemicals for Industry, Pools

Rea"‘y and Insurance Laundries and Dry Cleaners

1964 Box 179 Phone 565-3262 Henderson

Twenty-two



HENDERSON
TRAILER
HAVEN

Wishes You the Best

. - T : : e e of
Now o s o, fivs wiles eatt of Hapdgrive, Refirand HENDERSON'S
INDUSTRIAL DAYS

Pass was built on the site of an earlier ghost town, Alunite.

GREETINGS TO

HENDERSON'S
PEOPLE and VISTORS

from

PACIFIC ENGINEERING
AND

PRODUCTION COMPANY
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PHILLIPS RADIO & T.V.

Expert Guaranteed Service in a Hurry

All Calls Made Same Day

Victory Village Shopping Center - 564-7923 S E A R S Caralog Sales
Color T.V. - Stereo - Auto Radio

Henderson’s. First T.V.. Servica' Snop THE FIRST SEARS CATALOG SALES OFFICE
IN THE STATE OF NEVADA
OPENED MAY 23, 1963.

A COMPANY AND A STATE —

MEET YOUR FRIENDS AT GROWING AND PROGRESSING TOGETHER

TOWN HOUSE SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO.

115 Water Street HENDERSON
Hosts DON and FRANCES YOST
71 Water Street Phone 565-3433
HENDERSON
For a

Successful
Industrial Days

NEVADA POWER
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Aerial photograph of BMI taken September 15, 1943.
Ventilators can be noted adorning the tops of all the metal
units, relieving the unpleasant working conditions charac-
teristic of early BMI operation.

Boulder City. Just a few miles outside the city
limits, homes were once more constructed in the
Railroad Pass on the foundations of the old ghost
town Alunite. A typical casino-bar type of saloon,
several frame houses, and a school house served the
town which now became known as Railroad Pass.
The Railroad Pass School Distriet was organized,
and at one time 40 children attended classes in the
one room building that served the entire group.

February 1, 1935 was an exciting day in Clark
County, Nevada! Gates of the diversion tunnels at
the Dam site were closed, and water began to rise
behind Hoover (Boulder) Dam to create Lake Mead.
This lake would soon be 115 miles long. It would be
the only lake in all of Southern Nevada, and with
its 550 miles of shore line, it would be the largest
man-made lake in the world.

When it became evident that the reservoir of
Hoover (Boulder) Dam would submerge lands in
which interesting artifacts had been observed, arch-
eologists were induced to examine Southern Nevada
carefully. This interest soon resulted in the crea-
tion of the Valley of Fire State Park, comprising
some 8,800 acres near Overton, where more than
100 house ruins of early Pueblo families, 500 to 800
A.D., were excavated.

The Lost City Museum within the Park still
displays a fascinating collection of the sgkeltons,
weapons, pottery, and other artifacts found in the
Pueblo village, long buried in the Nevada desert.

A large cave near Las Vegas was also excavat-
ed at this time, and the remains of the prehistorie,
giant sloth were discovered, resting beneath a spee-
tacular array of fluorescent rocks.

By 1936, thousands of persons annually flocked
into Clark County to see the world’s highest dam

and to play on the shores of Lake Mead. The Lake
(Continued on page 26)

BEST WISHES

for
BIGGER and BETTER

INDUSTRIAL DAYS

John Freels  Frank Morrell
INSURANCE AGENTS

42 Woater Street - Henderson

FNB
SALUTES

TWO GREAT EVENTS

HENDERSON
INDUSTRIAL DAYS

NEVADA'S 100 YEARS
OF PROGRESS

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

of NEVADA

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION
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GUNVILLES APPLIANCE
and FURNITURE

119 Water Street Phone 565-8999

FEATURES MAJOR APPLIANCES
and FURNITURE

BEST WISHES
from
BILL and VERA MAINORS

FRONTIER NURSERY
and FLORIST

Across from Rose de Lima Hospital

87 Lake Mead Blvd. 565-2722

Mead National Recreation Area was created to
manage the tourists and supervise the development
of recreation facilities on the popular new lake.
Fish were planted, and year-around water sports
facilities soon made Lake Mead a favorite recrea-
tional area for the people who lived in Midway City,
less than a half-hour drive from the lake shore.

While Clark County, Nevada, basked in the pros-
perity brought by the Dam construction, and the
tourist boom that followed, events were taking place
in the mountains around Gabbs, Nevada, 300 miles
north, and in Europe, across the Atlantic, which
would ultimately serve to transform the barren
lands beneath Black Mountain into the Industrial
City of Nevada.

A prospector named Harry Springer spent
three years wandering about in the mountains near
Gabbs. When he couldn’t find outeroppings of the
precious metals, he located a huge deposit of brucite,
far from rail or highway facilities. Near Springer’s
claim was found a large deposit of magnesite. Even
Harry Springer knew that from brucite and mag-
nesite could be manufactured magnesium, and sev-
eral other metallic products, but in 1935, “who
wanted magnesium?”’

Cursing the luck that caused some prospectors
to find gold and others to find only brucite,
Springer left his prospecting activities, and for
some time served as bar tender in a little Haw-
thorne saloon which he called “Harry’s Club.”

European politicians were spending their days
in more serious pursuits while Harry Springer

(Continued on page 29)
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Charles Belknap Henderson, grandson of Lewis Rice Brad-
ley, Nevada's first Governor, was District Attorney of Elko
County from 1901-1905, a member of the Nevada Legisla-
ture from 1905-1907, and a U. S. Senator from 1918-1921.
It was during the period 1941-47 that Henderson came into
existence under the guidance of the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation, and the new city was named Henderson, honor-

ing this man who was the Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the RFC during this time.

spent his days tending bar, and on September 1,
1939, German troops invaded Poland. Two days
later, England and France declared war on Ger-
many.

Suddenly, the production of magnesium as-
sumed a vital importance, not only in the United
States, but all over the world.

Investigated indicated that the brucite and mag-
nesite deposits at Gabbs contained more than
70,000,000 tons of commercial grade ore, the largest
deposit in the United States. With this raw mat-
erial, the United States could produce indefinite
quantities of magnesium, if they only knew how!

In this “IF” unfolds a legend that may someday
be recognized as one of the most fantastic espionage
stories of World War II. Early in 1940, English and
American forces were united in the formation of
Basic Magnesium Incorporated, with Howard P.
Eells, Jr., of Cleveland, Ohio, as Pregident, and
Major C.J.P. Ball, President of Magnesium Elek-
tron, Ltd., of Manchester, England, as Vice Presi-
dent. Together, English and American forces
might be able to produce magnesium, but Germany
was already known to have produced this miracle
product.

During May of 1940, the U. S. Office of Produc-
tion Management assured BMI officials that a
magnesium plant would be constructed in Nevada,
on 2000 acres one mile from Midway City, in the
uninhabited desert below Black Mountain.

One month later, in June of 1940, six large
cases of plant designs were aboard ship, on their

way from England, guarded by two English tech-
(Continued on page 31)
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nicians. A German torpedo sunk the ship, and the
plans were lost, but the two technicians were res-
cued, and returned to England.

Once again an attempt to get the plans to the
United States was organized. This time, the original
drawings were microfilmed, and sped to Washing-
ton, D.C., by plane. Then, the two technicians
threw agents off the track of the plans by boarding
ship themselves, and also heading for the United
States. Both the plans and the technicians arrived
safely, and within one month, BMI signed a con-
tract with the Defense Plant Corporation for the
construction of the plant. At the last minute, De-
fense Plant Corporation decided to request a plant
four times as large as the one agreed upon in the
contract. BMI accepted the challenge.

On September 3, 1941, the McNeil Construc-
tion Company of Las Vegas signed the contract to
build a Magnesium processing plant one and three
quarters miles long, and three quarters of a mile
wide. This gigantic plant, with an estimated cost
of $63,000,000, would become the largest producer
of metallic magnesium in the United States. Raw
material for the process would be shipped over 300
mdi;es from Harry Springer’s mine at Gabbs, Nev-
ada.

Twenty-two members of the BMI staff arrived
from Cleveland, on September 15, 1941, and from
their headquarters in the Marine Airplane Hanger
at Boulder City, they came over to participate in
the ground breaking ceremony for the huge plant.

McNeil’s construction crews worked with skill

and efficiency. On December 7, 1941, when word
was received that Japan had destroyed a large part
of the U. S. Fleet in a surprise attack on Pearl Har-
bor, the construction of a magnesium plant that
would be substantial aid in conducting a defensive
war was on its way to completion.

By December 31, 1941, Nevada’s Senator, Berk-
eley Bunker, could advise the Las Vegas Chamber
of Commerce that Defense Plants, Inec., had assured
the construction of 1000 homes and a number of
dormitories designed to serve the workers at the
BMI plant. A project to supply water from Lake
Mead to the BMI plant was also in progress. This
project, utilizing a 40-inch line, 14 miles long,
would make possible the transfer of more than
30,000,000 gallons of water per day to operate the
BMI plant.

President Eells now predicted that BMI would
become the Pittsburg of the light metal industry,
and Jay Carpenter, director of the Mackay School
of Mines at the University of Nevada, agreed to
devote a portion of the curriculum to the training
of Engineers for the industry which was expected
to develop in the Las Vegas Valley.

When New Year’s Day of 1942 broke over the
Southern Nevada desert, activity in the 200 acres
below Black Mountain resembled a beehive. Several
thousand men and women now inhabited the area,
working in around-the-clock shifts. Construction
of dormitories and the townsite housing unit was

under way, and a huge kitchen under the direction
(Continued on page 33)
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This temporary post office outside the BMI turn stile handl-
ed enormous quantities of company and employee mail
prior to the establishment of the present Henderson post
office. During March of 1944, Defense Plants Incorporated
approved an appropriation of $4000 for the conversion of
this building into a Christian Science Church and reading
room. It was moved to Kansas and Atlantic streets and
remodeled for that purpose.

of the Anderson Brothers Company which provid-
ed food for the entire project was erected in the
vicinity of the present Thunderbird Speedway. Still,
the gite was listed only as Basic Magnesium, Inc.,
Las Vegas, Nevada.

As families moved in to work on the BMI pro-
ject, Midway City expanded, and on July 3, 1942,
was granted a post office. The new post office was
formally named, “Pittman Post Office,” honoring
the family that had already given Nevada a Sheriff,
a Senator, a Governor, and many years of political
service. With this act, Midway City now became
known as Pittman, Nevada.

Less than a year after the initial ground break-
ing in the desert below Black Mountain, the con-
struction of the BMI plant had progressed to the
point where partial production could be realized.
More than 13,000 employees were on hand that ex-
citing day on August 31, 1942, when the switch was
thrown to put into operation the first electrolytic
cell in the world’s largest magnesium plant.

Ore from Gabbs, Nevada, was shipped in by
rail to start the process, but by December 1943,
twenty-two giant, special trucking units were taking
the place of trains and shortening the haul of
160,000 tons of concentrates a year from the mill
at Baggs to BMI. “It's the biggest trucking opera-
tion of its kind in the United States—Ilongest haul
ever undertaken on a continuous basis, largest
equipment, heaviest payload, widest variation in
temperature—and a pioneering venture into an en-
tirely new field.” This was the way the job was
described in the Basic Bombardier, on December
17, 1943.

Joe Wells of Las Vegas received the contract to
make the 668 mile round trip calling for trucks
covering the ground every 28 hours, or an average
of one truck each way every 74 minutes. Some 112

persons were employed by Wells for the operation.
(Continued on page 39)
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It took a big man to attempt and succeed in this
big job, and this would not be the last that Southern
Nevada would hear of Big Joe Wells.

Early in 1942, the construction of 1000 frame
homes near the BMI plant was completed. Now, the
name “Basic Townsite” was used to designate the
location of the BMI project. Action to insure school
facilities for children of project families resulted
in the expansion of the Railroad Pass School Dis-
trict to include Basic Townsite, Pittman, and a
trailer camp established near the townsite. When
construction of the 12-grade building and auditor-
ium in the Basic Townsite was completed in the
fall of 1942, the old Railroad Pass School was dis-
mantled, and those students transported to the new
building, to begin classes on Friday, October 2, 1942.
This distriect was advertised as the 4th largest
8‘1:3001 district in Nevada when it was just one year
old.

Carver Park, 324 dwellings and dormitories
for 175 single men, was completed during 1943.
Basic Townsite could soon boast a restaurant, libr-
ary, theater, hospital, bowling alley, and churches
of various denominations. On January 10, 1944, the
post office was completed, and dedicated “Hender-
son Post Office,” honoring an early Nevada ‘Sen-

ator, Charles W. Henderson.

Henderson, the Industrial and Recreational
Center of Nevada, was born!

Nevada will be 100 years old on October 31,
1964. Twenty-year-old Henderson is already the
fifth largest city, and the industrial center of the
State. Very few residents now remember that when
BMI was forced to suspend operations after World
War II, Henderson almost became a ghost town. In
1947, the Federal Government actually offered the
entire city for sale to the highest bidder.

How Nevada legislators saved Henderson from
the auction block; how Henderson was transformed
from a Federal Reservation to an incorporated city;
how Pittman became a part of Henderson; how the
BMI plant was reactivated to become the nucleus
for several large industries; and how the citizens of
Henderson reconciled themselves to the various
changes of government, and extended their loyalty
and support to the development of these barren
lands below Black Mountain is a story worthy of a
separate volume of recorded history.

The Henderson Chamber of Commerce promises
another volume will be forthcoming.

BLACK MOUNTAIN GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

Recreation is playing a greater part in life
now than it ever has before.

) Because of shorter working hours, many people
“are looking to golf for recreation and pastime.

Golf is fairly young in this area. Up until just
a few years ago there was no golf course in Hen-
derson.

In 1957 a group of six men incorporated Black
Mountain; Hershel Trumbo, Jack Miller, Dave
Jamison, Joe McBeath, Lou LaPorta and R. Julian
Moore.

The program was spearheaded by Hershel
Trumbo and consrtuction began on nine holes in
November 1957 with Bob Baldock as the architect.
Play began in June 1958 and the first Black Moun-
tain Open golf tournament was held in October
1958.

Since then there has been an open held each
yvear, with the seventh coming this year in October.
It will be called the Black Mountain Industrial Cen-
tennial Open. The dates are October 22 to 25,

In 1963 construction began on an additional
nine holes. This will give Henderson a golf course of
championship caliber, for all to enjoy.

The Black Mountain Golf and Country Club
golf course adds the new touch to Henderson and
is open to the public. Green fees are nominal and
the club house features a cocktail lounge, dining
room and swimming pool.

Golfers also have the use of a very fine golf
shop, driving range, putting green, electric carts
and a good test of golf.

Thirty-nine



CENTENNIAL
OF THE STATE OF

NEVADA

18G4 -1964
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Goodsprings: Vanderburg, William 0., Reconnaissance of Mini
Districts in Clark County, Nevade (Bureau of Mines Information
Circular, #I.C. 696k, Dept. of Interior, Nov. 1937), pp. 37-54

Searchlight: Ibid., pp. 68-7T7

John Sparks: Report upon the visit of Governor John Sparks to
Southern Nevada is located in "lLas Vegas Age," August 13-26, 1906.

Whitney: Records of Whitney Ranch, and old movies of the Ranch
are in possession of Mrs. Celesta Lisle Lowe, daughter of Whitney's
partner, Jack Lisle. Mrs. Lowe's Father left the Whitney Ranch to
take a homestead in Paradise Valley near Las Vegas, upon which Mrs.
Lowe still resides with her husband and family.

Alunite: Vanderburg, op. cit:, pp. 12-13: See also: "Las Vegas
Age," Oct. 1, 1910, for Hayes' Journey.

Three Kids Mine: Ibid., p. 54

Jericho: Las Vegas Age, Aug. 6, 1910

Hoover (Boulder) Dem: Arizona Highways, Vol. XXXII No. 3, Mar. 1956:
This entire issue is dedicated to activities on the Colorado River.

Whitney Post Office: Frickstand, Walter, N., A Century of Nevada
Post Offices, (Pacific Rotaprinting Co., 1958) p. 31

Reilrcad Pass: Art Klinger, whose picture eppears on page 17, was: &
member of the first Board of Education for Railrocad Pass School
District. His children attended the school in the Pass. Klinger
now resides in Boulder City, Nevada.

Leke Mead: Arizona Highways, op. cit.

lost C
Country (Southwest Museum Leaflet #9, 1037, Los Angeles, Calif.)

it%: Harrington, M. R., Ancient Tribes of the Boulder Dam
pp. 1-9

Gypson Cave: Southwest Museum Paper #28. On file at Henderson
District Public Library, Henderson, Nevada

Springer: Letter to author from Efton E. Swindler, Postmaster,
Hawthorne, Nevada, April 8, 1958.

Basic Magnesium Inc. On June 26, 1942, the first issue of The Big
gglg_, a Basic Magnesium newsletter, was distributed to over 13,000
employees at BMI. This weekly publication did not miss an issue
until 1943, when it was expanded to a regular tabloid, under the
name, Basic Bombardier. Basic Bombardier was published every two
weeks until Nov. 17, 194k, recording the transformation of the BMI
project into the birth and development of the leading industrial
city of Nevada.

Pittman Post Office: Frickstand, op. cit., p. 22

Henderson Post Office: Frickstand, op. cit., p. 13




