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Police groom potential officers -- The Cadets
Recruiting in high schools

By Rob Erb

scheduled for spring break

To wear the police officer's badge is no easy task. In recent years, the career of police officer has
become éxtremely competitive, with thousands applying for just a few open positions.

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department seeks the "cream of the crop,” but even then the
selection process is not entirely sure. So 15 years ago, Metro developed a program that benefits both
the Police Department and the young applicants: It's the Police Cadet Program.

The Cadet Program selects eight
high school graduates, based on oral
and written examinations and physi-
cal agility. They will be paid for three
years of education and on-site experi-
ence, including six to eight weeks in
the Cadet Academy and classroom
studies.

Cadet salaries range from $1,832
to $2,411 per month.

"We see the difference," says Sgt.
Albert Salinas, Supervisor of the Re-
cruiting/Background Investigations
Unit for Metro.

"The cadets have been exposed to
the department and know procedure
and policy.

"The goal is to become a police
officer. They stay with the program
for three years and, once they com-

plete the program, they're given first
opportunity to attend the Police
Academy," he explains.

As cadets they accompany an
officer in the field, learning first-
hand the range of responsibilities of
being a cop.

They assist with impounding
property, take larceny reports, di-
rect traffic at accident scenes, at-
tend daily briefings, and help pro-
cess visitors at the detention center.
And they may testify in court.

"The interaction is already there
by the time they go to the Police
Academy," Salinas says. "Coming
off the streets, a person wouldn't
know what to look for when taking
a burglary report."

Applicants for Cadet must pass

oral, written and physical tests be-
fore getting on the eligibility list. If
their scores are in the top eight,
background investigations are con-
ducted -- followed by polygraph,
medical and psychological exams.

Usually 100-200 students take
the initial written tests.

"One of the big attractions is
that this is a paid program and the
Cadet years are used toward retire-
ment," Salinas says.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Metro will recruit at the high
schools during Spring Break in
April. If you are interested, call
Metro's personnel department at
229-3497 or visit the office at 601
E. Fremont St.

Law Enforcement

Explorer Program

The grooming process for ca-
dets often begins with the Explorer
Program, which is essentially an
extension of the Boy Scouts. But,
unlike the cadets, Explorers are
not paid and they start at age 16.
Approximately 35 students par-
ticipate in the program each year
and their training is helpful toward
a police career, says Salinas.

"Whatwe're tryingto dois make
it a career progression from Ex-
plorer to Cadet to Police Officer,"
he explains. "So when they test
for Cadet, they know what they
are looking at."

One other thing. "It's not just
for males, but for females also,"
according to Salinas. "And the

Police department encourages all
minorities to apply."
Call Explorers Bill Schoen or Brian

Hibbetts at 455-2097 or leave a message at
226-8997.

. COVER _
Cadet Maurice Collins is on his
y to a career in pohce work.

his story on page 27 ln- .
; e back cover.
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In a world of "Computer Generated" lifestyles, and
%9 "Net Surfing" galore, Dont' get "Dweebed" out by
5. that guy with the tape on his glasses...Know
& what's going on. At New Horizons we offer a full
f Novell Networking classes, that will have
you not only "Cruising the Net", but running it as
well. As a Certified Novell Engineer (CNE), you will
be trained to run large, as well as small, Networks,
and be on your way to a high paying career in as few as four
months...Think of the possibilities.
The "Net" is not the only place to
travel though, and as Novell is world-
wide, you will have the opourtunity to
work any where on the globe. Come
see us at New Horizons, and explore
your possibilities.
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I you have Any questions. or are interested.
contact Joc Hogan at New Horizons.
364-5551
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Carrie Lynn Johnson
Senior, Bonanza High School
Winner, February Photo Contest

Johnson's study in lighting and geOMetty glows with rich browns and amber

‘Let's ballyhoo the good news!

By Ray Willis, Director of Public Information
Clark County School District

Why does the Clark County School District seem to generate more
than its fair share of negative press in the local media these days?

Is the district doing such a poor job of educating students to meet
the increasing demands of a complex society? The answer may
surprise you. ,

For all the "bad press" we get, statistics indicate our school system
is doing quite well -- according to data comparing us to school districts
throughout the nation.

For instance, recent test scores of CCSD 11th-graders show
students performing near or above the national average. Last October,
these students took two tests that provide a comparison of local student
achievement and ability with that of a national sample of students: the

Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills
(reading, math, English) and the Test
of Cognitive Skills (thinking and rea-
soning).

Locally, 11th-graders scored high-
est in math -- at the 59th percentile.
Students scored at the 52nd percentile
in reading and the 49th percentile in
language. CCSD students scored at
the 51st percentile on the ability test.
The national average is the 50th per-
centile.

Not bad results at all. Our test
scores look even better when you
consider how fast our community is

usually accompany rapid growth.

Another point of pride is the des-
ignation of 33 CCSD high school
seniors this year as National Merit
Scholarship Semifinalists.

These outstanding students scored
high on the Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT). They represent the cream of
the crop among the nation's high
school seniors.

(By the way, this is no fluke: every
year, 30 or more of our students are

honored as Merit Scholars.)

great scores!

great
skills!

Kaplan students get the

most complete test preparation
materials available, including
computer-analyzed practice
tests, home study materials,
and a training library. :

Call 798-5005
Get a higher score

KAPLAN

This year, more than 6,000
students will graduate from pub-
lic high schools in Clark County.
Many will goontocollege. Some
will even attend prestigious Ivy
League schools such as Harvard,
I Yale and Princeton -- a fact unre-

ported or under-reported by the
i media.
1 Publications such as CLASS!

Kaplan helps you focus your
SAT studies and build your
skills and confidence so you
can get a higher score.

CLASSES BEGIN
February 14 and April 20

help fill a void by providing a
balanced profile of our students
and the schools they attend. We
appreciate newspapers, such as
this one, which exhibit a great
deal of "class" in presenting stu-
dent-based news and information.
Now, if the others would take
heed...

growing and all the problems that

INSIDE CLASS!
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Team
does
the
wave
—in
Hawaii
By
Nadine
Harmon

The men's
varsity bas-
ketball
team, win-
ning three
out of four
games,
placed
third in the
St. Louis
Invitational in Hawaii. The team defeated two
Hawaiian teams but lost to Dixie, Kentucky.
However, in the second game, Joey Song
was injured. "It really took the rhythm out of
our team," says Coach Hiram Akina.

"Everything revolved around the basket-
ball schedule,” says Principal Frank Brusa,
who accompanied the team. "But...the players
could go to the beach and visit Diamondhead
and Pearl Harbor.

Since Akina is from Hawaii, the team
had a great opportunity to see Honolulu
from more than a tourist's point of view.
Both Brusa and Akina think that the trip
brought the team closer together. The coach
adds, "The whole team played really well.
Kenyatta Clyde, Takari Blash, Kevin
Kauffman, Jason Williams and Lucas LeCour
were outstanding in this tournament."

Takari Blash shoots for two
against the Valley Vikings.
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Love and pain and puzziement

When my brother Michael was born, he did not
cry. I have always admired him for that because I felt
that it meant he had no fear of this world. However,
others would argue that the absence of his cry revealed
his inability to respond to others.

Michael is mentally handicapped and severely
autistic. Until now, I have lived my entire life wonder-
ing what people are thinking when they stare at my
brother.

It took a very confusing conversation with a good
friend to answer my question. She thought that if my
brother saw my friends at home, he would scream
because it was such a change from his normal routine.

This conversation and many other events in the
past have caused me a great deal of turmoil. It seems
that most people have many misconceptions about the
handicapped. Perhaps I can rectify this situation by
sharing a personal account of my life with a mentally
handicapped person.
~ Mybrotheris 24 years old and, since he has always
lived at home with my family, I have had the oppor-
tunity to observe him. Michael has gradually re-
gressed over the course of his life. When he was a
child, he was functioning at an almost normal level for
his age. He could recite numbers, colors, and words
and phrases; he could conduct brief conversations and
even say his own name. Now he is not nearly as
proficient.

Michael rarely speaks and does not read. He
lives in a world entirely his own. He is stimulated
by certain senses such as touch and sound. When
my brother touches a soft blanket or wet hair, he
seems imbued with a sense of discovery. When my
brother hears a song with a rhythmic melody, he
sings it repeatedly. He has never used any form of
the lyrics to communicate a direct need, yet he is

‘communicating his emotions. These immediate

connections never cease to amaze me.
My brother Michael needs to be supervised regu-
larly. He must have

and join the Honors Program?
¢ For the challenge

get from the Honors Program?

(Heather Subran)

(Alan Tack)

THE HONORS PROGRAM
Len Zane, Director

895-3537 E-mail LENZ@CCMAIL.NEVADA.EDU

Why should top high school students attend UNLV

¢ To get the highest quality college education
¢ Academic opportunities for a rewarding future

And what did these UNLV students

"...the knowledge I need to realize my dreams"

"...new friendships...great times"” (Cindy Purvance)
"...diverse curriculum...supportive professors”

someone help him get
dressed, prepare his
meals and make sure
that he eats them,
someoneto adminis-
ter his medicines
three times a day to
prevent seizures, to
take him to the bath-
room, brush his
teethe, bathe him,
comb his hair.

It requires a sup-
portive and coopera-
tive family to fulfill
these immediate
needs. My family has
always done their best
to ensure Michael's
happiness, whetherby

|'_' UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA LAS VEGAS J
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CEREBRATE

By Kate Martin

helping him with his physical needs or simply
spending time with him.

I believe that my brother pos-
sesses the ability to think for him-
self. However, I do not know what
prevents him from communicat-
ing verbally. At times I wish I
could be a spectator to the thought
process that occurs within my
brother's mind. Yet, I merely have
the ability to observe his actions.

However, I have reached the
conclusion that Michael possesses
problem-solving skills. One af-
ternoon, Michael arrived home

early from school. [Until he was 21, Michael at-
tended the Helen J. Stewart School.] There were
many piles of books and toys on his bedroom floor
because my mother was organizing his room. After
staring intensely at the clutter, my brother maneu-
vered around the obstacles until he reached the chair
that he sits in when watching television. This was a
challenge he was able to overcome by reasoning.

There are times that I am not as patient as I
should be when working with him. When Michael
refuses to eat certain foods for dinner, I have diffi-
culty keeping my patience. Since he cannot tell me
what he wants to eat, I have to continue introducing
meals to him until he finds one to his liking. One
night he will eat something that he refused to eat the
previous week.

I love my brother and it hurts me deeply when I
notice others staring or gawking at him. I under-
stand that this probably occurs because of innate
curiosity, but I think that if people gave Michael the
same respect they would give anyone else, life
would be a little easier for my family. It is the idea
of others falsely seeing my brother as some mon-
strosity that pains me.

Living with a mentally handicapped person has
give me a unique way to experience life. Sometimes
I wonder how I would act when presented with
certain situations had I not grown up with Michael.
Maybe I would laugh at the jokes about "retards."
Maybe I would never have stood up to my fourth
grade class and informed them how wrong they
were to speak ill of the handicapped.

But I see the world through the eyes of my
brother, and it is now my responsibility to help
others see his world, too.

Michael
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TEENAGE DELINQUENTS:
Off to the dungeon

or to do good deeds?

Juvenile justice agencies in Nevada are plagued by numerous problems -- a growing
population, a shortage of staff, insufficient programming and a lack of funds. But the
departments that take care of juvenile delinquency in this state have a far more serious
problem: they do not have clearly defined goals and, too often, the various departments
(police, courts, probation and corrections) do not come together to focus on the real issues.

The legal mission of all juvenile justice systems should be protection for the
community and correction for the offender. To accomplish this goal, according to
Lawrence G. Myers, a Juvenile Court administrator In Kansas City, MO, the main
objectives of all institutions should be to divert delinquents into community-based
programs for treatment; and to make more alternatives available because the more an
individual is recycled through the system, the more likely it is that he or she will continue
delinquent activity.

Other objectives: to develop a capacity for determining the proper treatment; to make
every effort to ensure the correctional experience is as much like normal life as possible;
and to engage the community as well as the offender in the rehabilitation process.

The types of punishment Nevada uses for juvenile delinquents are fines and house
arrest. A tracking mechanism placed on the offender's ankle allows the authorities to
trace the delinquent at any time; and, if he or she goes more than a block from home, the
mechanism immediately notifies the authorities that the offender has violated house
arrest.

Enough area is given to the delinquent to still take out the trash, mow the lawn, and
visit friends in his or her front yard. The best way of punishing these offenders, according
to Myers, is to make them do community service -- because, this way, they give
something back to their community.

According to John Cahill, division supervisor of probation at the juvenile court (on
Bonanza and Pecos), Nevada does practice many of these forms of punishment. A regular
day for inmates assigned to their assigned service begins at 6:00 with breakfast, followed
by cleaning up their living areas. Then they go out to do community service. The inmates
return to the detention center at 2:00 for lunch, have recreational time from about 4:00-
6:00, and the rest of the time is spent in a cell.

Cahill sees a dramatic increase in juvenile crime in Nevada. He says the juvenile
courts are now faced with crimes such as sexual assault, armed robbery, and gang-related
incidents. Poverty, Cahill says, is the number-one reason for juvenile crime. He says
people living in a "poor" neighborhood are exposed to gang violence. The need for
money tempts people to steal. Cahill says many teenagers have no choice but to become
gang members and live a life of crime.

According to Corrections Today, the official publication of the American correc-
tional system, an American child is arrested for a violent crime every five minutes.

It is obvious that we should provide better and more effective ways to

By Raul Daniels

I've seen your type before!

ONIdALO3HALS
STEREOTYPING

By Rebecca Bates

Stereotyping. It's everywhere. It's in school, it's at hoe, it's on
TV. It's even there when yo go on a job interview.

What is stereotyping? A set image, a standardized or typical
image or conception held by (or applied to) members of a certain
group. In other words: judging a person based on past experience
with someone similar.

No one wants to be judged based upon someone else's bad
experience. But we're all responsible for stereotyping someone at
one point or another.

Why do people stereotype? The old saying "the first impres-
sion is a lasting impression" answers that question. People also
stereotype based on the way others dress or the people they
associate with.

Television, for example, projects images of the perfect model
or the perfect person, and your peers influence you to judge people
the way they, themselves, think others should be. Parents have the
most lasting impression on you; they influence you the most.

Some people believe uniforms would help stop stereotyping
in the school setting. Others suggest increased education aware-
ness, and more understanding.

Last month, 148 students in anthropology, sociology and
psychology classes were polled regarding their beliefs about
stereotyping. Ninety-three percent recognize that stereotyping is
a major problem and 90 percent believe that students stereotype
based on one's dress, the music one listens to, the way one talks,
or by peer association.

While 23 percent believe that society, in general, is respon-
sible for stereotyping, 65 percent believe that it's also the fault of
parents, peers and the news media.

Twenty-five percent say that education is the answer to this
problem, but 39 percent say nothing can be done about it.

reform the juvenile delinquents instead of simply punishing them, Myers
says. He does not believe we should allow young offenders to sit in detention
centers shuffling from their cells to the TV room in slippers and orange
overalls, arguing over what show to watch or which video game to play.

Itis better that offenders be made responsible for their crimes by returning
these young people to the communities to clean up parks, help the elderly, or
paint over graffiti. By doing so, the teenagers will feel useful and will
understand how much pain they have caused the community and th1s will help
them realize that they need to change for the better.
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That’s what it takes to succeed with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department,

communication with the people you're entrusted to serve.

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department will be testing for the position
of Police Cadet, April 10-14, 1995.

If you are a high school senior or recent graduate between the ages of 1718
and will not turn 19 years of age as of July 1, 1995,
visit our Personnel Bureau at 601 E. Fremont
before March 31st to obtain more information.

Accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies. EEO/AA/MF. (S5

Police Cadet
$1,832 to $2,411 monthly

Minorities and Females are encouraged to apply. {
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SESSIONS

[Pending approval of the School District, Basic High may go on double sessions
at Green Valley High School forthe second semester of the 1995-96 school year.

Buasic students debate this issue.]

PRO

By Delinda Morse
and Holly Schrier

By Casey Hedlund
and Rikki Skadoski

CON

A lot of students are upset about
[double sessions] but we think it's about

time.
Overthe last few years, CCSD has

upgraded schools in need of remodel-
ing and removed asbestos from the
older schools. Until this point Basic
has been overlooked. Basic is the last
building in the district to receive the
upgrades, according to Melanie Fleck,
counselor.

Itis an inconvenience to move out
of the building, but it will be worth it.
While other high schools have state-
of-the-art technology, Basic is stuck
with outdated equipment...in desper-
ate need of remodeling but the asbes-
tos is holding us back.

Going to Green Valley will be
great! It will only be for one semester.
Besides, Green Valley has a nicer build-
ing with better equipment and bigger
facilities, such as two gyms and a
larger parking lot.

Going to a new school will also
bring many opportunities to meet rew
people. The man or woman of your
dreams might be waiting for you at
Green Valley.

Double sessions will also be a
change of pace...Just imagine waking
up at 10 a.m. to get ready for school.

Most important, it is still Basic.
The same school with the same people,
just in a different building.

First, it's Basic students who will
have the later session. It will be dark
before most students get home...and
might not be as safe as they were
during the days.

Second, students involved in
school activities will also be affected,
especially those involved with sports.
Where will our practices be held and
where will we play our games? It
seems there won'tbe any "home field
advantage." Most likely, practice
will be held before school, when
transportation might become a prob-
lem.

_ Another inconvenience...there
won't be any lockers available for
Basic students...large backpacks will
be a necessity to make it through the
day.

Last, the change might affect next
year's seniors the most. They will
spend their last semester as a Basic
High School student at their "cross-
town rival's ' school.

But Basic students...[who]n ight
show a bit of an attitude towards
Green Valley... need to understand
that it nnt or’ v affects them but also
Green Valley. Basic is using their
campus and their facilities.

We must show some pride...and
respect to Green Valley for letting us
invade their campus.

Students juggle jobs, school and activities

By Amber Schutz

These days, spare time is hard to come by, especially for students who keep up
with school, go to work and take part in after-school activities

Financial problems are often the reason students work. Where do the paychecks
g0? A fund for college for the car they'll buy. There are many pros and cons to working
and going to school. The most-often heard are:

PRO: the money, the responsibility, the respect, experiences and new friends.

CON: Not enough time for other activities, less time for friends and family, less

sleep and less time for homework.

Bathroom blues

at Basic

(Adapted from an article in the Basic
High newspaper, Wolf Prints, by
Amer Schutz, and reprinted because
it addresses a problem not uncommon
throughout the district.)

Floodedtoilets, graffiti, filthy
practices and disrespect.
These incidents exist...and
many students, teachers and
definitely the custodial depart-
ment are fed up with it.

Student comments range
from "inconsiderate" to "disgust-
ing." Teachers suggest that a
very few students ruin the facili-
ties for everyone else.

The cost of maintaining and
repairing restrooms is a burden
to the school district -- not to
mention the custodians who
clean, sanitize and repaint the
rooms.

Basic's head custodian,
Faye Clausen, says "We use
overagallon of painteach week
for spot-painting over graffiti in
the bathrooms."

The school district provides
funds needed to completely
paint every restroom on cam-
pus four times a year. Custodi-
ans have even changed the
products they normally use to
help combat the graffiti prob-
lem.

Junior Albert Rodriguez
sums it up when he says that
abusers are obnoxious about
how they "misproperly use" the
restrooms.

REASON FOR HOPE-- Basic
High's women's varsity soccer
hasn't won a game in three years.
But this year many believe that
they will see victory. Players and
coaches noted better concentra-
tion, commitment, understanding
of the game, and attitude. Below,
freshmen Rhiannon McNeill and
Carly Lucas kick off

Sorry,

emotional

matunty Following are some of the
not student responses to a re-
allowed cent School Board proposal

that would prohibit certain

materials and discussions
about certain contemporary issues, such as
family structure, choice of friends and current
social problems. Opponents of the proposal
observe that it amounts to censorship. The
staff of Basic High's Wolf Prints opposes
adoption of the policy.

"...in response to the proposed policy
change that would be, in effect
censorship...unfortunately [adoption of the
policy] will hinder the educational and emo-
tional maturity of students.

Beneficial learning aids, such as books
on pregnancy and AIDS prevention, would
be banned...drug prevention and

. multicultural studies would also be banned."

Jay Ensworth, Senior

"Why should we even take psychology
if we're not allowed to discuss or watct
movies on topics that are going on in our
everyday lives?"

Mandy Kruger, Senior

"...people...should be allowed to watch
movies that have to do with the class they
are being watched in."

Crysta Nielson, Senior

"...[the proposed policy] would require
teachers to adhere to a rigid curriculum of
book-based work without the benefit of
outside assignments. This would destroy
such classes as U.S. History, which does
debates and newspaper projects. Another
class that would be affected is psychology,
which often deals with personal or contro-
versial topics."

Erik Lee, Senior

[These opinions are not necessarily the views of any other
person or of this newspaper. ]

Fora : Do you want to go to college?
. complete e Get ready for the SAT entrance exam!
schedule , III'-‘III Affordable test preparation classes on the Clark High campus
AM BOYD May 1, 3, 8 and 10 -- 3:00-6:00pm
'HOCMEAS _i_& EMRACK OF gvlelnts SsT A D Etl M (You do notyhave to attend Clark to take these excellsrt classes)
- Ca

Sponsored by Community College of Southern Nevada
Call forinformation on scheduling and registration: 6 5 1 = 4 O 5 7

895-3900




Student dropout rate rises
due to decreasing interest

By Lana Tanaka, Clark High School

Imagine yourself as a senior in high school with a semester to go until graduation.
You have two options: you could finish the semester and graduate with a high school
degree, or you could drop out and attempt to find something that you could “actually
use for the future.” Unfortunately, approximately a fifth of the 1994 seniors in Clark
County School District took this route.

A Clark County School District report shows that during the 1993-1994 school
year 1,758 out 0of 7,936 seniors left school before graduating. Thisisadrasticincrease
in senior dropouts compared to the 1992-93 school year, when 15.6 percent of Clark
County’s seniors failed to receive diplomas.

It’s obvious that school doesn’t appeal to every student. Most students want to
stay in school because “you can’t get a good job or a job that you like unless you get
an education.”

The fact is that most students want to study what they have an interest in or study
something that they will need to pursue their goals. Some also want to have a part-
time job to earn money for college or for job experience. A major contributing factor
to the dropout rate is a curriculum which does not meet many students’ needs. A
possible solution would be to set up different “tracks” for different fields of work.
Each student, as a freshman, would take the required basic classes, then choose the
“track” that he or she would want to pursue. Ideally, the curriculum would satisfy
graduation requirements but would offer specific classes tailored to the track.

Maintaining a job at least for the last semester of the graduating year could be
added as another requirement for graduation. This would help students get a start on
the career of their choice, and also give them work experience and on the job training.

Vocational schools like Vo-Techand ATTChave long provided specialized training
infields such as cosmetics, auto mechanics, construction and others. Yetthe comprehen-
sive high school still has an obligation to offer “real life” classes.

Many students never intend to go to college. The current curriculum, heavily
directed toward college, serves them poorly. It's time to offer these students real,
marketable skills.

No easysolutions
for Clark County dropoutrate

Karen Cover, Amanda Laney & Elaine Tam

A recent Clark County School District report to state education officials
reported that one-fifth of 1994 seniors dropped out of high school before
earning their diplomas. That was 1,748 seniors out of 7, 936 for the 1993-94
school year, which was 5.6 percent greater than 1992-93.

Clark County School District Superintendent Brian Cram says he is puzzled by
these statistics...that students were doing the same things in the classrooms as the
years before. He partially blamed the county’s high transiency rate, ample low-skill
jobs and breakdowns in the family structure for the district’s dropout problem.

“To say our kids face similar challenges and come from the same stable
backgrounds as kids from school districts across the country is absolutely wrong,”
Cram said. “Our kids need a lot more help.”

At Durango High School the problem is greater than it seems. So far this year
approximately 300 students have left Durango. The problem lies not only within the
senior class, but all grades.

Flint Shoop, a freshman English teacher, says he has students who “show up one
day and I never see them again.”

Kathy Dye, ajunior U.S. History teacher says, “Ihave alot of kids who have been
removed for absences, or have dropped and gone to places like Horizon or Sunset.”

Kim Christiernsson, a senior Basic English teacher comments, “It’s certainly a
startling statistic, however it may be misleading. I would like to know how many of
the fifth moved.”

“I think the problem goes back to the home. The parents are probably unaware
of what their kids are up to or they simply can’t control them,” comments Dye.

Durango Principal Allen Coles says there are other things going on in the
student’s lives that distract them from school. They get discouraged and give up.
He believes there should be more career guidance, required academic plans to track
students, and help for students to explore their strengths.

Cram says that one way to help students earn the 23.5 credits needed would be
to offer tuition-free summer school or to offer a summer school program that is

cheaper than the $90 a credit program currently offered.

'See-no-evil' policy:
disadvantage for students

By Cindy Davis, Valley High School

The school board is thinking about making some adjustments to our learning
environment. I have to write this response as soon as I can because I might not be able
to in the future.

Some of these changes they propose include: not being able to write or read about
matters that are “highly personal” in nature. This means no more discussions on
“family structure, personal habits, choice of friends, or church attendance.

At stake are basic First Amendment rights. The proposed policy means we can
no longer discuss anything having to do with the “real” world, or anything pertinent
to the complicated lives of teenagers today.

The Board says that “discussing moral issues with no solutions” can be
“potentially ego-destructing.” So what exactly are we to discuss in a social studies
class? Certainly not the causes of war or whether or not there should be an exhibit
of the Enola Gay at the Smithsonian. This, by the way, is a hot topic in the news right
now, so logically we won’t be allowed to read newspapers or listen to the news, let
alone discuss any of these in a contemporary issues class at school.

The new policy would eliminate Shakespeare from English curriculums. One
English AP class just watched a well-known Shakespearean play. It aroused their
curiosity to the extent that they are [eager to learn] more about Shakespeare. But the
new rules would say, “Nay, we must not expose our students to the world’s best. The
concepts might be too controversial.”

This policy contradicts everything the school system has been telling us...that they
are trying to prepare us for life after high school. How are we supposed to be ready
for the real world when it has been kept from us?

Not being able to write and read about issues that deal with kids personally will
make us feel as if we are alone. If we do not see what is going on in other lives, how
are we supposed to bond with others, learn from others and share our problems and
thoughts?

It is not fair to keep us shielded from
reality and experience. We learn more from
things...outside or in textbooks...that relate
toreal life. Is this new policy being done for
the good of the students or for political
reasons?

Writing, reading, and discussing moral
issues play an important role in the class-
roomand in our lives. The classroom is our
lab for the life that awaits us after high
school. If we are denied access to this
forum, we are beginning our futures with a
disadvantage which we can only trace back
to implementation of this hear-no evil-see-
no-evil-speak-no-evil policy.

early 1,000 Cl k County
tudents are scheduled toattend
_ a special Holocaust ,Educatmn "
"__fpmgram Feb. 15 and

'::ffFor mformatwn, call ‘799 8444.
. report of this important
. included in the |

Why should top high school students attend UNLV

and join the Honors Program? [M_]

¢ For the challenge
4 To get the highest quality college education
¢ Academic opportunities for a rewarding future §

And what did these UNLY students
gef from the Honors Program?

..the knowledge I need to realize my dreams”
(Heather Subran)

"...new friendships...great times" (Cindy Purvance)

"...diverse curriculum...supportive professors”
(Alan Tack)

THE HONORS PROGRAM
Len Zane, Director

895-3537 E-mail LENZ@CCMAIL NEVADA EDU CEREBRATE
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VARSITY
QUIZ PUTS
BCHS ON MAP

VARSITY QUIZKIDS -- Fi rom left, front, Sophomores Andrew Schulke and Brady Dehn,
Seniors Mike DiSanza and Matt Chubb. Back, Sophomores Joe Steele and William Muir,
Junior David Sargeant and Anna Lindskoog.

By Mike Fecteau
While BCHS athletics struggle to compete against the greater size and
numbers of Las Vegas schools, Varsity Quiz shows why Boulder City is one of
the premier academic schools in the county. This year’s VQ team managed
an impressive record of 6-1, which earned them the division runner-up
standing and advanced them to the playoffs where they came within two
questions of advancing to the finals.

On my mind: Prayer and Public School

By Heidi Harr

The 104th session of Congress has been debating an issue that clearly
violates our First Amendment rights: prayer in school. It is argued that our
family values and morals are declining -- that we, as students, should be taught
moral right and wrong in the classroom.

Yet what defines morally correct? Is that not up to each one's personal
beliefs? Should we be forced to alienate a minority of students in a
predominantly Christian classroom? Would we eventually find it necessary
to separate students by their religious convictions?

Reasons for the separation of religion and public education are obvious.
If parents want their children to learn religious morality, they may enroll them
in a parochial school. Until we can incorporate all religions into our
curriculum, there is no place for religion or prayer in our public school systems.

TELEVISION REVIEW |

Battle of the Bandaids:
ER vs. Chicago Hope

(Excerptedfromalong, very entertaining review by Trey Delap. Withapologies for running
into space problems.)

Twenty-seven case scenarios, 169 speaking parts, 40 gallor of fake
blood, the brilliance of Michael Crichton and an expert productior aff -- all
chambers of the heart of television drama. ER is the most popular >win the

history of television, leaving 30 million palpitating viewers anxivusly wait-
ing for the next thrilling episode -- unlike its sorry counterpart, Chicago
Hope, which had people changing the channel as soon as 30 members of a
surgical team charged through the hall, ready to separate two plastic dolls
from one another. I could see the cheese dripping off the walls.

ER is so realistic that many [medical professionals] are glued to their
television screens every Thursday night at 10. The fast-paced action-packed
setting leaves viewers excited long after the show has ended.

Chicago Hope [is] much more melodramatic, and concentrates on the
social aspects of the doctors' lives, as opposed to the jobs of physicians. I
predict nothing but success for ER.

'Famine’ strikes BCHS

By Kara Pohe

Did you know 35,000 chil-
dren die every day all over the
world of hunger-related causes?
Did you know you can do some-
thing about it?

BCHS students will be taking
part in the World Vision 30 Hour
Famine,under the leadership of the
Bible Club. Together, they spend
30 hours without food in order to
raise funds that will help feed starv-
ing children and provide other criti-
cal help. The Famine starts at 1pm
Friday, February 24 and ends at 7
pm Saturday, February 25.

Before the Famine, students
will ask friends and family to spon-
sor them for the 30-hour fast. All
the money will be collected at the
Famine Sleepover to be held in the
Student Activity Center Friday night
after the BCHS-Eldorado game.
The Sleepover will include differ-
ent games and activities, and water
and juices will be provided to keep
energy up.

Everyone is free to leave at
11am, but will meet again at 6pm
and head to the Rio buffet. The 30-
Hour Famine funds will help pro-
vide food, medicine, clothing and
lasting opportunities for people
around the globe. We strongly
urge you to participate. If you want
more information, contact Kara
Pohe at 293-5722 or call 1-800-7-
FAMINE. Please take part in sav-
ingkids’ lives!

—

EAGLES -- Boulder City High salutes
Katie Aldworth and Jason Larsen as
Eagles of the Month. Katie, an award-
winning swimmer is active in Amnesty
International, National Honor Society and
other school organizations. She plans to
continue competitive swimming at Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley. Jason,
who works at the Boulder City Library,
balances a4.0 GPA academic record with
extracurricular activities such as varsity
soccer, baseball, Art Club and Interact.

Fappy Bothday
to Myya and Jennifer
from
Some Honey

Fappy Bothday
to
Sommer and Annette
from
Christie and Amanda

don't read this

unless you're at BCHS
The Type-Terror struck again in January,
mostly at BCHS. Sorry, Kara (not Karen)
Pohe, the Ms. (not Mr.) Ghermay and Stolberg,
and BCHS, itself (not BCHA). Any volun-
teers to help us proofread this paper?

Who'’s Got the Power?

By Hermon Ghermay

You can see it just about anywhere you go. The corruption and abuse of

power that surrounds us appears in different forms and levels, creating varying
consequences and effects. In order to see its results on a large scale, we need
only look at countries such as Yugoslavia or Liberia. These nations have been
divided and torn apart by civil wars caused by the greed and corruption of their
governments. The sad part is that the wars are caused by the powerful and
wealthy -- yet it is the innocent civilian that suffers.

The power struggle can also be seen in our daily lives. It’s particularly
strong in the work place and anywhere
there’s an established authority fig-
ure. As the power struggle advances,
it brings with it corruption, selfish-

THINGS TO DO AND SEE
AT BCHS

February22-25  One Act plays, 7 pm ness, and even criminal and illegal
acts. It’s almost as if it becomes an
February24-25 30 Hour Famine addiction and the craving for more
1pm-7pm power creates dangerous people like
March 1 Science Art Fair, 7 pm Hitler. A definite limit exists and we
have to learn to respect it or else live

March 7 Band Concert, 6:30pm  with its drastic results.




Is the drop-out rate as bad as we hear?

[Editor's note: A front-page newspaper story announced that one-fifth of all high school
seniors who attended class in August 1993 dropped out by last spring. The paper said that
this rate is more than a 15 percent increase over the 1992-93 school year. Clark County

School District administrators say they are puzzled about these statistics.]

By Torvik

The Las Vegas Review-Journal printed an article recently about
the senior drop-out rate for the Clark County School District.

Although all the numbers were
figured based on a special formula,
they may not have been exactly true.
There are certain circumstances that
were not taken into consideration.

The government, along with many
other concerned people, want num-
bers -- so someone had to make up a
formula to figure the drop-out rate.
They also had to find a place to start,
and that would be with the enrollment
for the following school year.

Then, at the end of the school
year, they take all the numbers they
started with, the numbers they ended
with, do a little arithmetic, and this
becomes the magic number.

The problem with the system is it
alsoincludes those who transfer with-
out obtaining their records, those who
stay for a short time, and those who
actually do drop out. The entire na-
tion works with this formula, so at
leasteveryone is doing the same thing.

Unfortunately, there is not a rea-
sonable way to fix it yet.

With the complicated formula and
the margin of error, there is a happy
thought: the drop-out rate might actu-
ally be lower than believed -- but it is
still not good. This rate seems to be
increasing every year, even though
there are more and more students
graduating.

Las Vegas is a transient town and
most cities are not. That should also
be taken into consideration.

There are many questions about
why a student would drop out and
very few answers on how to fix this.
Mostly, the reasons seem to be: school
is too hard or too boring; the teachers
don't really care; and the students
think they have more important things
to do with their lives.

There is no future without educa-
tion, and there is no education with-
out desire. Those two things are hard
to teach a student, especially one that
doesn't want to listen. At least there's
still hope that many will -- listen, that
is.

Who loves

[ ]
music?
By Miranda Gonzalez

Music can be interpreted in many
diferent ways. When a person lis-
tens to a song and can feel a song,
that song doesn'tbelong only to those
who created it -- it can become part
of one. If the song talks about things
I believe in strongly, in a beautiful,
poetic way, it becomes very personal.

Take classical music. It usually
doesn't have any words, but can be
felt just as strongly as music that
does have words. With powerful
crescendos and soft decrescendos
coming from a group that can be as
large as a couple hundred people,
classical music can be as powerful
and moving as any other type.

Rock, my personal favorite, is
not only beautiful at moments, but
also very energetic and motivating.
There are different kinds of rock.
Classicrock, which was created back
in the sixties by bands such as The
Doors and artists such as Jimi
Hendrix and Janis Joplin, was not
only the start of a rebellion in the
music business, but also an expres-
sion of how people felt about life,
disfunction, and sometimes even the
socially unacceptable topic of drugs.

Alternative, another kind of rock,
is suspiciously similartoclassic rock.
Many of the songs are poetic ballads,
which have more meaning than some
can handle.

Many people enjoy the simplic-
ity and twang of country-western
music. Performers such as Garth
Brooks and Vince Gill have shown
that it can be popular -- and very
profitable.

No matter what kind of music
you prefer, I think everyone can
agree that it is a wonderful method
of expression.

Welfare:
Two Years and Out

By Nicole Daily '

Welfare is a system the government set up to help people who
livein poverty. Welfare was meanttobe of help-- notto be abused
by someone who wants to sitin a Lazy Boy recliner and watch the
sun rise.

It is used as a crutch by those with no ambitions in life. The
United States has a national debt of approximately $5.5. trillion
and, for that reason, we have to make quick decisions about our
money.

The politicians have come up with an idea to put welfare on
hold. They suggest setting up a special program where they don't
cut people off “cold turkey," but give them a chance to get on their
feet.

At the same time, they give people a deadline to get their acts
together or find another method of support. They hope this will
put motivation back into people and cut off the hitching a free ride.

A two-year program would help the people get their personal
lives back together and allow them to have a chance to make it
in the working world.

The program would start by giving them shelter and enough
food to get through each month for the next two years. The
program would also train welfare recipients for a certain trade.
This would allow each person to be able to make a suficient
amount of money so he or she wouldn't have to rely on the state.

There would not be any kind of excuse after the two years, as
this would be ample time to save money to get their life started.
Whatever hardship it was that got a person stuck in the welfare
program would be long gone. If there were a special case, and
more time was needed, with approval more time would be given.

Job secure, living quarters secure, and food secure -- what
else might one need? This new idea would save a lot of money
and, | believe, get a lot of crime off the streets. If one has a drug
problem, | guess he or she will be forced into rehabilitation or be
left to die on the streets.

b SHORT-TERM TRAINING
...LONG-TERM BENEFITS

'\S \. \ t,
\\Q%eq?"\\o(\% UA\,‘Q";L © Business Administration (8 weeks)

(’0 % © Medical Office Specialist (16 weeks)
e Scholarships

&“‘ © Medical Biller (8 weeks)
\ e Financial assistance

‘\“ e Day or evening sessions 5 CAREER
TRAINING
. % INSTITUTE

/o Individualized attention
e Effective job placement
4820 Alpine Place, B-102 (Decatur at W. Charleston)

Licensed by the Nevada Commission
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Kairos builds
new bonds,
helps release
true feelings

They laughed. They cried. For four days, 28 students shared, discovered and

broke down walls. It was called Kairos.

At the retreat center in Boulder City, the students enjoyed "four days off
of life," as Sean Clauretie put it. No phones, no beepers, no homework, no

distractions.

While participants do not discuss what goes on at Kairos, they all claim

the experience was...wonderful.

[I] realized something was definitely

afoot...attacked by a 28-person bear hug upon arriving at the retreat center.
"It just goes to show you how high on life we are...how glad to be around

other people," Giancarlo Spolidoro
explains.

One main goal, it seems, was to break
down inter-personal barriers. All preju-
dices and preconceptions were subject to
scrutiny.

"At first, I didn't want to go at all, but
I was pleasantly surprised,” says Kelly
Murtagh. "I got to know people I didn't
know at school."

"Many people were skeptical at first,"

agrees Pauline Villapando, explaining

that, by journey's end, the group was
much closer to universal friendship.
"People were airing feelings...they
wouldn't have before."

People whose social circles ordinarily
never crossed were placed in the same
ring. Lori Ippolito recalls a story of new-
found friendship. "Aubrey Hensley and I
wereroommates. There were nights when
we talked all night long. We found out we
were more alike than we ever would have
thought."

Chris Hamner says "People are too
caught up in who hangs out with who."
The message of Kairos is "we don't care
who you are -- it doesn't matter."

CLICK *

Photojournalists

ahead!
By Leigh Ann Caldwell

Are you pondering a differ-
ent but exciting elective for next
year? Look at photojournalism.

Starting in fall, 1995, new
faculty member Mitch
Crawford will teach this class,
starting with basic photogra-
phy skills in the first semester.

Crawford was a photogra-
phy major, and brings with him
his own equipment. Gorman
also acquired photo lab equip-
ment by donations and school
funding.

Many students have already
voiced their interest in photo-
journalism. For example,
sophomore Derek Dawes and
senior Jerry Dunn are learning
techniques as they take pictures
for journalism and yearbook.

great
skills!
Kaplan students get the

most complete test preparation
materials available, including
computer-analyzed practice

tests, home study materials,
and a training library.

Call 798-5005
Get a higher score

great scores!

Kaplan helps you focus your
SAT studies and build your
skills and confidence so you
can get a higher score.

KAPLAN

CLASSES BEGIN
February 14 and April 20

Adapted from movie reviews by Vahessa Cruz :

Tales from the Crypt Presents:
Demon Knight

Ithought Demon Knight was
atotal let-down. Forall the gore
and disgustingness that the pre-
views promised, it hardly deliv-
ered. It was just an episode of
Tales From the Crypt that was
stretched out about an hour too
long.

In the movie, Billy Zane
plays a demon-master out to get
a key filled with holy blood.
The protector of the key is
Spadler, who runs into a hotel
seeking refuge and thinks he is
safe because the demons need
to possess seven people and there
are only five in the hotel.

But two idiot cops walk in
with Zane and that causes
trouble. The rest of the movie
was a classic battle of good and
evil.

The only gory part of the
movie was when green ooze
started flowing fromthe demon's
eyes. Surprise, surprise.

It looks boring from the ads, but this
movie is amazing!

Three brothers live on a farm with
their father after their mother walks out
on them. Sam, the youngest, wants to go
to war but at first his father refuses, then
later decides all three may go to war.
However, Sam dies in the arms of his
oldest brother, Tristan (Brad Pitt), who
does not forgive himself for letting Sam
die.

Tristan goes to sea and lives reck-
lessly, unableto accept his brother's death.
Meanwhile, the woman who had been in
love with Sam now loves Tristan -- but
Tristan tells her she should marry someone
else. (She eventually marries the second
brother.)

Tristan comes back, marries a 19-
year-old ranch hand, has two children,
and starts bootlegging (selling illegal li-
quor). Some mob-type men warn him to
stop selling, which Tristan refuses to do,
and the mob's attempt to execute him is
foiled. Tristan leaves town and finally
dies in a battle with a grizzly bear.

Take tissues if you see this movie.

REM, SCURVY, SLAYER: get down and funky

By James Doloway

As a new columnist, I'll let you know about good music to buy, great
concerts to attend, and what's happening on the local music scene.

In the Rap section, Worren G, Snoop Doggy Dog, Ice Cube and Ciculo
are the best to get down and funky with this month. Country music has Garth
Brooks, Billy Ray Cyrus, and the Judds to get any country woman or man
to line dance. For jazz listeners, sit down and relax with Winston Marsallis
(Jazz Country) and GRP.

On the grunge scene, we have Pearl Jam with their new album, and
Greenday and Offspring with their first albums. For the metal group, there

are Slayer's Divine Intervention,
Van Halen's new album, Balance,
Sepultra and Megadeath.

Two recent concerts are worth
noting. Boys Il Men played to a
solid crowd at the MGM, a big con-
cert with Baby Face and Teven
Cambial opening. The Slayer con-
cert at Thomas and Mack Center
played to a sold-out crowd -- the
concert event for metal fans. Ma-
chine Head and Biohazard opened
for Slayer.

REM tickets are now on sale for
the May concert at Thomas and
Mack.

In local music, Scurvy played
at the G2 dance. The students
enjoyed the band and it looks as
though Scurvy has a good follow-
ing at Gorman.

G2 is not
a math problem!

Club G2 is not a new type of math
problem -- it's the place to be this year.
Students entering the time tunnel were
transported through the multipurpose
room and into Club G2.

There you could find ping pong,
sumo wrestlers, a video of the latest Gael
basketball game; you could socialize or
just hang out. "If you want great fun,
music and friends," says Cecile Quilao,
"this was the place to be. It put me in the
spirit to really let loose"

New to the scene was punk band
Scurvy, courtesy of Colin Wells, Erin
Czeck, Richy Jost and Paolo Raho.

(Thanks to contributing reporters
Wynter Hutchinson and Cheryl Paez)
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Eldorado celebrates Black History Month

Be proud,

be colorblind

February is the month dedicated to the
accomplishments of African-Americans.
It's Black History Month, when we cel-
ebrate the Black culture.

At Eldorado, the hallways are deco-
rated with posters of the great leaders who
created the civil rights movement.

February is a time to say "I am free,"
and "I remember the people who made it so
I could have an identity too!"

No matter what the month is, be proud
and every day celebrate who you are,
regardless of your color.

HNE raps on doors
waits for big break

By Rob Cybul

Jason Walker is the guitarist, song
writer and lyricist for the local band HNE.
"We've been together as a three-piece
band for three years," he says.

HNE has been rapping on industry
doors and they have had many requests
for their material. .

"We can play anything - punk, rock,
metal, alternative, and even country.
Thismeans that record companieshave
alot to choose from, and a lot of time to
mold their product: us," Walker explains.

HNE has taken top honors in many
local music competitions and has also
opened for guitarist Yngvwee
Malmstene. "We have a contract with a
two-year limit to get ready with our
music; that’s plenty of time to get a
vocalist," Walkersays. "If not they will find
one for us."

Photo aft right: Walker jarmns!

History books skip

Black achievement

Eldorado students share their thoughts
on Black History Month.

Senior Hamaas Gilchrist says “Black
History Month means this is a time to
reflect. Most history books fail to include
the accomplishments of Blacks. When
you understand all history, you’ll know it
is also Black history.”

Marquisha Amir, junior, says “Febru-
ary is the month that we pay special atten-
tion to our culture. I feel that February is a
start to make everyone realize what an
enriched culture we have.”

Shanita Sutton, freshman says,” To
me, Black History Month means that in
this month the black Africans are being
seen for what they have done in the past.”

Freshman Jerrell Hamilton’s insight
on Black history Month is this; “Black
History Month is when we take time to
learn about the struggles and accomplish-
ments that African-Americans went
through to get to where they are now.”

“of e
Cdlifornla

L

funky location

ragin' location

The best shoes your
parents' money
can buy.

far-out location

ment!”

Class
swap :
don't
count on it mid-year

For many students, the second semester is not only a
chance to better the grades that will go into their permanent
transcripts, but it's also a chance to drop an unwanted class
in favor of a more challenging or more fullfilling course.

Some students, though, are forced to change classes at
the semester to make up a credit needed for graduation. This
usually results in the student losing an elective to make room
for the required class. -

There are students who want to drop a class because
they dislike the teacher or they hope to switch to an easier
class because they are failing. Eldorado counselor Linda
Crawford says, “When students sign up for classes, they sign
up for the duration, and there are no 'semester classes.”

The only way a class will be changed is if you have al-
ready taken the course and passed, or if you are in a class
that is for only one semester and you need another class for
graduation. All other requests will be discussed at the parent/
teacher/administrator conference.

A class can be changed for many reasons, but if it's not a
good one, then you better sit back and relax because you're
going to be in that class for the rest of the year.

RIDE ON! -- Chuck Rich, a member of the Eldorado Rodeo Club, is shown
here at last year's Pahrump Rodeo. The mean critter is Iron Ore.

Come late -- expectlock-out

The Eldorado administration has introduced a lockout policy in order to
force students to come to class on time. If you are late for class, you
must go to the cafeteria, give your name and the class you are late for,
and they will write you a pass that allows you to go to class.

If you get caught a second time by the lockout, you will be punished by
cleaning the campus before or after school or even during lunch. Ditch
that and expect to get an RPC -- and you'll still get stuck cleaning up the

5030 W. Spring Mntn. ~ 2650-A4 Maryland Pkway 3140 N. Rainbow campus.
Suite 3  (at Decatur) (at Sahara) (at Cheyenne)
N e N Understandably, the students do not like the new policy. Imagine, your
o = friends are on campus during lunch and you have to clean in front of

< :

SPRING ’g MNTN. SAHARA g CHEYENNE| 2 Sory - EMibdssing!
)
a g* The lockout did make some friends. Coach Pentsil: “Students must
come to class on time. Itis a good policy but they should have started it at
~ 871-2564 735-8267 658-8267 the beginning of the school year. Anyway, | hope we will see an improve-
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Society is full
By Adri Mektinos of excuses

Everyone nowadays has anexcuse for everything...from a broken lamp to murder.

The Menendez brothers are an infamous example of those who come up with an
excuse for murder: they say they were abused by their parents, so they killed them.
Both were over the age of 18 and surely could have left home. Itseemsalittle extreme
fortwo “innocent boys” would stop to reload their shotguns and fire again in self-
defense. These men murdered their parents. The Menendez brothers should be tried
and sentenced as cold-blooded murderers, not “scared little children.”

Another excuse that is becoming increasingly common is that of oppression and
poverty as reasons for committing crimes, sometimes murder. It is time for some
people to grow up. There are many living in poverty, and pretty much everyone is
oppressed in some way.

Still another rationalization is “Nobody warned me” or “I didn’t know.”

Fear of lawsuits has forced companies to issue written warnings that anyone of
average intelligence should be expected to know. Everyone knows hot liquids burn
skin, yet a jury recently slapped McDonald’s with a damage claim of more than $2
million because the fast food chain served the coffee at a temperature of 180 degrees.

“I haveadisorder” is another excuse that is popping up more and more these days.
One book cites “that disorders are, in fact, cause for such simple childhood problems
as talking back to parents and lying. The real name for this disorder is childhood.
Let’s not give children another excuse to add to their already long list and remember
- children, like everyone else, are responsible for their own actions.” :

We as a society cannot accept excuses from those who have done wrong;
otherwise, our laws, our principles, whatever morals we hold dear are pointless. We
all, however, do have one excuse - we are human and, therefore, we make mistakes.
But let us admit to these mistakes and accept responsibility for our actions.

Yale recruits Banks

Bisha Banks, Clark senior, has been offered a
full-ride scholarship by Yale University for her
"hard-working attitude" that becomes evident both
on the volleyball court and: the classroom. But the
scholarship is for academics -- not athletics.

In eighth grade at Hyde Park, Banks managed
the volleyball and basketball teams and says that this
activity helped her become prepared physically for
sports and mentally for school. She is a co-captain
onthe women's volleyball team and feels she must be
a role model for her teammates. -

Coach Shanan Farmer says, "She is an awesome
leader." Banks wants to be either an obstetrician or
an elementary school teacher. (Lana Tanaka, reporter)

ELECTRIC GANG -- The vehicle converted by 11 Clark High students to electric power
was on display at last Month's FuturesExpo at Cashman Field. Shown here are juniors Jamie
Dragovich and Jeremy Sandstrom (back) and Josh Geidel and Mike Finch, kneeling. The
team are in the Technology 1I classes, Academy for Math, Science & Applied Technology.

i A .
GIVING SPIRIT -- Technicians from United Blood Services draw blood from Natalie

Argier, Jennifer Williams and Camille Burns during the recent blood drive. Officials were
pleased with Clark’s total contribution of 83 units. '

AFTERTHOUGHTS
By Alan DeTiberiis

Our parents witnessed events such as J.F.K. being killed on national
television. They watched young men die in a war that did not make sense
to them. They lived through Woodstock (the first one) and watched the
president they had elected resign under the pressure of Watergate. During
our parents' time, the world was in a very vulnerable state and they took
advantage of it. :

Then came “Generation X." They looked into the sky and saw Chal-
lenger explode. Some found themselves sick with a deadly, unyielding
virus. They took drugs, formed gangs and shot guns. Good ol' Generation
X -- our older brothers and sisters were kicking an already-dented care.

Then there's us, the sacred youth, the last chance! We are at the
threshhold of a rising nation or a falling country. We are charged with the
responsibility of fixing the mistakes of older generations.

We all want the same thing -- family, safety, peace, being able to wake
up to the sun with a feeling of accomplishment. Dreams of success are ours
for the taking; we only have to make the first move. We are the unwilling,
led by the unknowing, trying to do the impossible for the ungrateful, every
day. One day, the credit will be all ours.

Thanks for listening.

\. It's All About
. Communication

That's what it takes to succeed with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department,

communication with the people you're entrusted to serve.

Police Cadet

$1,832 to $2,411 monthly

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department will be testing for the position
of Police Cadet, April 10-14, 1995.

If you are a high school senior or recent graduate between the ages of 17-18
and will not turn 19 years of age as of July 1, 1995,
visit our Personnel Bureau at 601 E. Fremont
before March 31st to obtain more information.

Minorities and Females are encouraged to apply. i
Accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies. EEO/AA/MF. LS
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Happy days are here -- New gym underway!

By Jeremy Bussell
Rancho High School is finally going to have its long-awaited new 3,000-

seat gym, which is now under construction. The $3.2 million project should

be finished in July...an ultramodern facility with a state-of-the-art sound
system and other modern conveniences.

However, the company building the gym changed the original plans
without the knowledge of Rancho administration. When Mr. Gunderson
found out, he was not a happy camper. The company put an awning over one-
third of the concession area, in lieu of aroof, to save a few dollars. This means
that anyone who wants to grab a snack during a game, has to exit the gym and
go out of doors into the harsh elements.

Lake Rancho no joke
to sloshing students

By John Sweet

It's sad when you have to use an
umbrella to walk down the hall in
school. Most Rancho students have
seen what's called "Lake Rancho" and
itsnew neighbor, "Lake Rancho East,"
which covers the track.

When it rains, students can be
seen sloshing their way to class. Even
after the rain stops, water still drips
from the awnings and hallways. As-
sistant Principal Len Czarnecki says
it could have been fixed a long time
ago but keeps getting put off or there
is no money for the repairs. "It's been
getting worse every year since the
80s," Czarnecki says.

When part A of the school bond
was passed, only $6 million was given
to Rancho...only two-thirds of what
Rancho would have received if part B
had passed. Some of this money will
go to repair the drainage system.

"Lake Rancho East" extends the
whole length of the track -- 220 yards.
The lake forms because a drain is in

the wrong place. Czarnecki says,
"It's frustrating when the track could
have been filled in with an all-
weather track 12 years ago." He
says this all-weather track might
dry up Lake Rancho East.

"It was kind of hard to get the
soccer players in without walking
in the water," he adds. "What are
students from the other schools sup-
posed to think when they have to
jump or walk another way around to
get to the field."

Repairs are supposed to begin
in 1996 on both drainage problems.
Meanwhile people post signs say-
ing 'no swimming.' Lake Rancho is
said to be four to five feet deep.
Teachers joke about deep-sea fish-
ing in the west and fly-fishing in the
east.

One use for Lake Rancho West
is a place for the swim team to
practice. The best solution to the
problem is a big bottle of Drano.

ROTCstudents
earn college
SChOIarShips By Nick Daniels

Two Rancho High School students will now have free college educa-
tions, thanks to ROTC. Jenner Bryson and Norman Landry did it the old-
fashioned way: they earned it.

The U.S. Air Force gives scholarships to the top 15 percent of ROTC
students in the nation if they qualify and apply. Qualifications are a 3.50
GPA and no grade lower than a C throughout high school, an SAT score total
of 1,300 (650 in Math and 600 in verbal) and/or an ACT composite 30 with
27 for Math and 27 for English.

Bryson selected Brigham Young University (BYU). "It's a great school,"
says Bryson. "It has lots of great opportunities. I've visited the campus three
times and | like it."

Bryson had a 3.94 GPA -- and, with D.S. points added, a 4.64 GPA. His
major will be mechanical engineering and he is enrolled in ROTC at BYU.
Landry has not yet selected
his college. He is deciding
between The Citadel,the
University of New Hamp-
shire, and Purdue. The Cita-
del, which his-brother is at-
tending, is a military acad-
emy. '"lt's hard to decide,"
he says. "Theyall have good
electricalengineeringcourses.
| like The Citadel because
they make you give every-
thing you've got, every day.

Landry's GPA is 3.974.
With D.S. points added, it is
a whopping 4.6296.

L S

Jenner Bryson (left) and Norman Landry, rated among

the top 15% Air Force ROTC students in the nation,
have earned college scholarships through ROTC.

Wrestling brothers don't throw each other

By Anna Blackburn

Rancho wrestlers Tony and Jesse Medina are rising stars in the world of
wrestling. Both have wrestled since they were very young, successfully. Tony, who
is in his 12th year of wrestling, took State three years in a row and has a 140-6 high
school record, with 78 wins in arow. Jesse, who has wrestled since he was five, took
third last year at State and was voted Most Valuable Wrestler in the Bulldog Growler
Tournament. Jesse says he looks up to Tony. Coach Diller confirms "There's no
rivalry there...If Tony wins, Jesse is right there cheering him on; if Jesse wins, Tony's
right there cheering." Both plan to go to college.

CALENDAR ART -- Kirsten Weight, a Rancho High senior, submitted this
design to the annual Calendar Art Contest sponsored by the Silver State Schools
Credit Union. Her winning entry is printed on the cover of the 1995 calendar.
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Kim Howey

Bonanza High School has reason toboast; the top two winners of
the annual district-wide Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. essay contest
are students of Mr. Gary Sassenburg’s freshman English class.
Samantha Dublin placed first, and Carolyn Menard took second
placehonors.

The contest was open toall secondary school studentsin Clark
County, and considering the number of entries, this was a
tremendous achievement for the students, as well as the school.
‘e

®
e Sophomore Selected As Hugh O’Brian
®

e , * °Representative ° ® yovaie® 2

Melissa Alessi was selected to be the BHS Ambassador to attend the
prestigious Hugh O’Brian Youth Foundation Leadership Seminar
in June.

Real classes --
real practical

Three new courses will be introduced at Bonanza high school during the
1995-96 academic year, all in the area of Occupational Education. Each offers
students unique learning opportunities that can lead to a choice career.

These classes are Printing Technology I (no prerequisites -- students in
grades nine through 12 are eligible), Printing Technology II (must have com-
pleted the former course) and Building Maintenance Services (open only to
juniors and seniors).

NICE TWICE hobbies

Buy e Sell @ Trade
Consignments
Wanted

SPECIALIST IN RADIO-CONTROL MODELS
Best prices on new and like-new pre-owned models

CARS e PLANES e HELICOPTERS e BOATS

Save big bucks
NOW

876-2280

1/2 block north of Desert Inn Road on Wynn Rd.
East side of street.

STATE THESPIAN CONFERENCE

By Amy Epstein
Bonanza hosted the annual State Thespian Conference recently.

High schools from Las Vegas, Pahrump, and Boulder City. The
weekend included breakfast, lunch, free time for dinner, and a dance
on Saturday night. All different kinds of workshops were offered,
such as dance, technical theatre, make-up, stage combat, directing,
stage managing, and, of course, acting. The teachers were professors
and students from UNLV and some professionals.

Most of the high schools performed an hour-version of their fall
plays. This was a competition to perform on the main stage at the
International Thespian Conference in Lincoln, Nebraska, which is a
huge honor. Bonanza’s fall play, Give and Take, performed on Friday
night and is currently being evaluated for Nebraska.

Scholarships were also given out to students for different
competitions. Michaelle Stickich won a United States Theatre Thespian
Scholarship for her advanced technical skills.

The State Thespian Conference was a great experience for many
theatre and technical theatre students. Jennifer Marsala stated, “ It
was interesting being involved with so many other theatre students,
and we also learned a lot just from them.”

Congratulations

Bonanza High School
Junior Eric Johnson for
earninga "PERFECT"
Selection Index Score of
240 on the PSAT/NMSQT
Test.

The Average Selection

Index Score was about
146 in 1994.

Wizards build bridges - Only to break them??2?

n January 5 the annual Model Bridge Building Contest was held at BHS.
This year the Wizards Science Club in conjunction with the Physics I and
Physics IIAP classes, sponsored a gala bridge-breaking afternoon. Thetopten
legal finalists are eligible to represent Bonanza at the Southern Nevada
Regional School contest. We have been fortunate to have had first or second
place winners at the last two year’s contests.

The bridges must meet strict guidelines as to mass, height, span, and
loading. They must be made from basswood and glue only. First place in this
year’s contest was Colin Schaffnit, with a load mass to structure mass ratio of
712, meaning that for every gram the bridge massed, it could hold 712 g.
Branson Locks placed secon with a ratio of 326. Other winners included:
Danny Iran, Robert Mallery, Stephen Brooker, Garrett Baughn, Josh Di
Napoli, Sanket Patel, Rob Meadows, and J.D. Greenan. Kris Dye also built an
excellent bridge, but did not qualify since the loading area was incorrectly
placed. We hope they will all do well at the county competition at UNLYV on
Saturday, February 11, either individually or as a school team.




SEAFOOD -- &
Tom Rosenberger from
Clark County Commu-
nity College's culinary
arts program, demon-
strates ice-carving. The
finished product was an
icy seahorse...or was it?

FINISHED -- The block
of ice being hacked at
above turned into a cre-
ation that may be a
seahorse (below) -- or
maybe Snoopy. It is one
of the mysteries of a ca-
reer in the culinary arts.

P

BRUSH-UP -- VoTech students Jamie Fitzgerald (left) and Sean
Stanley watch Jeremy Darley display his airbrushing art at the recent
FuturesExpo.

EDITORIAL OPINION

Who are the REAL role models?

By Josh Barnard, Silverado High School

Generation X...a generation of wanna-bes, hypocrites and followers. Today we
think of ourselves as the generation of change, being different, speaking out. Butas
history has proven, we are no different than any other generation or age group.

Looking back to the 70s, we see the generation tagged “Baby Boomers.” This
was the generation of change. They spoke out for equal rights. They expected
women’s choice. They protested for peace. They questioned authority. And they had
Woodstock, the defining moment of the sixties. They backed up their protests with
actions that may have involved violence, but it always worked out for the best.

Today...what do we have? We have people speaking out on equal rights. We
always have some sort of peace protest. And the controversy of women’s choice is
raging again. We also had a media “Woodstock.” Our form of protest involves
violence and anarchy that changes nothing.

‘We are always searching for someone to step up and lead us or be our
spokesperson. First it was Kurt Cobain of the outspoken rock group Nirvana. But
of course he folded under the pressure of being a leader of today’s youth. Then it
was rapper/actor Ice-T. But he was too concerned with writing lyrics about killing
cops. Now, it might be the down home, traditional country singer from Oklahoma,
Garth Brooks. But at 33 he may be a bit old to be a spokesperson for the teen-to-
twenty-something crowd.

In the 60s and 70s they had the same problem with the speakers of their
generation dying out from drug overdoses and assassinations. So they did the best
they could by leading themselves. They had no use for another leader who claimed
he or she knows the problems of America. They already knew the problems. And
they always did their best to do something about it.

X-ers believe in reality. We watch TV and see how wonderful everything is and
that’s where we want to be. So we try to make ourselves as “real” as possible,
thinking 90210 is reality. So when we get to that state of “reality,” we can’t handle
it and we reject it.

Instead of trying to look for a role model or spokesperson, we should realize our
parents are the people we should listen to. We need to take the advice of a person who
claims not to be a role model: Charles Barkley’s Nike commercial states that parents
are the true role models. Right on.

Everything we do in our lives is in direct association with ouf parents. The music
we listen to goes back to the classic rock sound of the 70s. The clothes we wear were
first worn by our parents in their prime: blue jeans and T-shirts. The cars we drive
are beginning to look like thecars of yesteryear. We are no more original than the
kids of the late 70s and early 80s, the “Disco” era.

We've been trying to do exactly what our elders have done for years now.
Change is a form of rebellion and growth for the youth of every generation. Change
is being worn out simply because it’s change for the sake of change.

The old cliche “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” offers us good advice. We need to
look for what is truly broken.

NO THREAT -- FuturesExpo, sponsored last
month by First Interstate Bank, Nevada Power
Company and the school district, offered high
school students a look at potential careers. Shown
below, Treasure Island diving pirates Sergio
Santiago (left) and Sonny Tipton, greet Expo-ers.

&
FUTURES EXPO ex-
periment -- Sandra

McCrea and her dad,
Robert, watch a science
demonstration at the
Southwest Gas booth.
The man with the fire is
Customer Service Super-
visor Ken Swanson.

CALENDAR ART -- For the past nine years, Silver State Schools Federal Credit Union
has sponsored a competition for student art to use in the credit union's calendar. Shown
here is the first of the four high school winners to be displayed in CLASS! This work is
"Happy Times" by Ryan Parrott, a freshman at Silverado High School.

great scores!

Kaplan helps you focus your
SAT studies and build your
skilis and confidence so you
can get a higher score.

CLASSES BEGIN
February 14 and April 20

KAPLAN

great
skills!

Kaplan students get the

most complete test preparation
materials available, including
computer-analyzed practice
tests, home study materials,
and a training library.

Call 798-5005
Get a higher score
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Blazing reporter rises with
the sun

By Paul Sweeney

Extra! Extra! Read all about it! j
Durango student Karen Cover was featured as a guest columnistin
The Las Vegas Sun newspaper. Her article contained one of the topics covered
in the Sun Youth Forum.

Karen was selected over three other students from her section who all wanted
to write for the paper as well. In the end, Cover received the highestnumber of votes,
earning her the privilege submit her article. She was featured in ‘Where I Stand’,
a daily column in The Sun newspaper.

World issues was one of the seven topics being discussed and debated at the
forum. Some of the world issues included: The Middle East (religious wars), trade
with China, forgein aid (mainly Russia), and Sadam Hussein.

Cover was expressive in talking about Russia and the help they need. She stated
that, “The best way to help Russia, is to educate them so they candevelop a solid
cconomic base.” She also believes that it is a positive step for the Middle East to start
peace talks, but feels that America needs to take care of problems at home first.
(Cover also writes for Durango’s Expedition and is involved in Key Club.)

For the second time in two years, Durango
junior Ra’oof Sadat was named to the Reebok
Holiday Prep Classic All-Tournament Team.

Sadat, the Blazer’s 6’8" center, averaged 19.3
points per game and 9.3 rebounds. Sadat’s play
helped the Blazers to two opening wins in the
national calibur tournament which featured two of
the top three teams in the nation. The Blazers
defeated Palm Desert, a California school, 64-46

in the opening round. They followed that with a 73-53 win over Jesuit,
another California school. However, the squad lost a close contest to
Dunbar from Washington D.C., with a final score of 77-71. Dunbar went
on to an overall finish of 8th place. The Blazers lost to Ballard, which
finished 9th, in their last game of the tournament.

"CitiZen'' Seeking Students

Amanda Laney & Elaine Tam

The very first edition of CitiZen Durango has made its debut with success.

The aim of the new magazine is to focus on as many students as possible
at Durango.

Gia Winne, senior editor of CitiZen, feels that she has worked very hard
to get the position of editor and that she enjoys it. Winne has created a
dynamic new format for the magazine in which she plans to introduce the
scholars, athletes, and other outstanding achievers of Durango to the entire
student body.

Gia says, “l am excited about taking Blazer publishing to a whole new
level.”

Winne feels that it's important to treat her staff members with respect and
to have faith i n their abilities. She also feels that it is easier for her to be the
editor rather than an actual teacher because she is a teenager and is on the
same level as her staff.

Dyanna Hutchinson, Jessica Ruthford, Tori Terlitzky, Joe Gonzalez,
and Lisa Landino (five out of the nine staff members who were interviewed)
all said that it is fun working with Gia, and that she has a lot to offer to the
magazine and the staff.

Gonzalez says, “Gia can be tough, but she’s enjoyable to work with.”
The staff also stated that it is better to work with a student than a teacher, she
(Winne) listens and understands because she is a student herself."

Landino thinks it is “cool” to work on the CitiZen because she has the
opportunity to meet new people, and get to see Durango in a n entirely

different perspective.

After completion of the first issue of CitiZen, Ruthford stated, “I’'m pretty
proud of myself for accomplishing a project of this magnitude.”

Winne’s staff members said that she is nice, easygoing, and not too strict.
She understands how hard it is at times to stay focused and listen to a
teacher, plus she offers individualized help to students.

One of her staff members, who wishes to remain anonymous, stated that
Winne can be pushy at times, but everyone basically enjoys working with
her.

Staff members unanimously voted that working on the CitiZen is "pretty
cool” and “lots of fun.”

Gonzalez says that it “feels good working on the CitiZen and it is better
than doing chapter work.”

The name for the CitiZen magazine was thought up by journalism adviser
Flint Shoop. Shoop says, “We chose the name CitiZen Durango because we
wanted to show the students as individual citizens of the Durango community.”

The CitiZenis the third publication that has been created by the Journalism
Department over the past two years, and it replaces the now retired
Expedition feature magazine.
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Miller & Hand
Are Nominated

Karen Cover

I wo Durango seniors were
nominated for the Wendy’s

High School Heisman
Awards.

Nate Miller and Melissa
Hand were honored at a re-
cent assembly to name the top
male and female senior scholar-
athlete-citizens of DHS.

“I was excited it was a na-
tional award and surprised that they picked me because there were others that could
have been chosen,” said Hand.

Miller expressed his gratitude for the nomination and said, “It’s a greathonor and
I’m proud to receive the award.” ‘

National Winners are to be selected from the thousands of nominees nationwide.
The nominees were recognized for their outstanding performances on the sports field,
in the classroom, and in their community.

The awards were established by Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburgers restau-
rants, the Downtown Athletic Club of New York City, and the National Association
of Secondary School Principles.

Miller and Hand are both known for excellence in basketball and scholarship.
This helped them earn their awards and they are ready to take the nationals.

DON'T DROP --

Bob Wickliffe, head counselor at Durango,
and Dean Donna Schaefer talk to a DHS
student about the effects of dropping out
of high school.

(Amy Meyer Photo)

Dropouts -- 'That's too stupid"’

By Irene Goya

When | read that one fifth of the 1994 class dropped out in their senior
year, | was shocked and disappointed. What makes a person decide to go
12 years, and then quit when there are only a few more semesters to go?
I'm sorry, but that is just too stupid.

Some say that the dropout rate is so high because of the low-skill, decent
paying jobs that Las Vegas has. | agree.

An L.A.Times article portrayed Las Vegas youth as a hopeless bunch of
kids stranded in an adult dominated city. According to them, we are all
mindless arcade and casino loiterers. | don’t agree about that, but the
dropout rate is just another fact that supports these accusations. ‘

I believe that students are rushing into a business world without a diploma
because a diploma isn't necessary to get a job here -- for now anyway.
Vegas kids want to be the adults who visit Las Vegas seeking only a
weekend thrill. This city is composed largely of image and fantasy which hold
little reality. Tourists come here to see the shows, experience the gambling,
and then they go home. Trying to keep on task when you live in vacation
world is not easy. Many students wonder why they have to waste time in
school when the life of a tourist is ahead.

Dropping out of school may relieve a student from homework, annoying
teachers, and early wake up calls, but... but... um. Let me put it a different
way. Have you ever heard the expression, “It's a pain, but it's a good pain?”
Well, that's my definition of school. You might hate it with all your heart, but
when it's all over, you feel a sense of pride and accomplishment. ;

Hang in there! '

Thurlow going
‘Down Under’

. Paul Sweeney

Going from Elvis and neon lights to kangaroos and crocodiles will be a totally new
experience for Durango student, Brandie Thurlow.

Thurlow will be visiting Australia this summer as part of YFU (Youth For
Understanding), a student exchange program. Included in this trip is a three week
safari touring many different aspects of the country.

Some of these aspects include: Ayer’s Rock, the Great Barrier, the Outback, and
Tasmania Island. Also included is a three week “homestay”.

During this time Thurlow will live with an Australian family learning their culture.
When asked about her “homestay”, Thurlow said, “I am excited about learning the
Australian way.”

To be eligible for this six week experience, Thurlow needed to meet many
requirements. Some mentioned were; a 2.0 GPA or higher, pass a physical
examination, get a letter of recommendation from a teacher of one year or more, and
under go an in-depth interview with a YFU representative.

Before being accepted, Thurlow was given partial choice in what type of family
she wanted to live with. Her reply was simply, “A large family on a farm.”

Expectations for this trip are positive. Thurlow plans to, “Experience a different
culture, meet new people, and have a break from home.”

July may be far away, but Thurlow is ready to go now. She backed this up by
saying, “I love to travel and I can’t wait to go. The only things I will miss are my
friends and family who will be definitely be hearing from me on a regular basis.”

""See Ya Later Mate!'"'

by Devon Jean

Danzig- "Danzig 4"

Back from the depths of (well, we’ll just say that place spelled with the double hockey
sticks), Danzig almost secretly releases its fourth self-titled album, Danzig 4. Not many
people even realize that the album is out but a video for the first song released, "cantspeak,”
has already been seen on MTV.

For the most part, this album shows a slower yet ever demonic side of singer/songwriter
Glenn Danzig and company.

With all except the first five tunes keeping a somber and dirge-like tempo, Danzig
keeps the mystery of a hidden track used on their last album, “Thrall: Demonsweatlive,”
which can be found after 53 empty tracks at number 66.

Another mysteryis the fact that not only does the album come in a cardboard sleeve,
as a single would, it’s not a standard case size and won’t fit a sleeve storage unit.

To make up for the inconvenience, though, more of Glenn’s cryptic artwork bedecks
the coverin an almost ink blot fashion with six symbols underlying. The insert also includes
a photo of the band in coffins while their assailant is congratulated by Pres. Bill Clinton
(nice look-alike there, guys). '

The Final Verdict: Definitely not the best album Danzig has produced but any album
that has Glenn as the lead vocalist can’tbe that bad. And it’s nice that they’ve found a happy
medium between “Danzig I” and Glenn’s venture “Black Aria.”

He can't get enough of soccer!

By Josh Barnard

Growing up in Guatemala, Luis Martinez was exposed to
soccer at an early age. He played on teams with kids two and
three years older and became an outstanding player.

Martinez, assistant coach for the JV women'’s soccer team,
is an invaluable asset to Silverado Athletics.

"Helping to vastly improve our goal tending and defense,
Luis has generously offered his expertise to the team," says
soccer coach Geoff Baker, *and, despite his transition to com-
munity college, he will continue to (assist) Silverado.”

Martinez is highly complimentary of the defensive effort from
the girls. You'd wonder why anyone would volunteer their time
to a team that has yet to win a game.

Martinez responds with a statement of devotion. *The most
important reason for me to coach is | love the sport to death.”



School rehab money

still undecided

By Rob Erb

How much rehabilitation money
will go to each school is still un-
known, even after the Clark County
School District decided on how to
allocate the bond rehab money from
the general election. At the Jan. 24

school board meeting, the Trustees

decided the money would not be
spread evenly throughout the school
district; rather, some schools will
receive more money based on the
needs in four categories.

Because voters approved only
two-thirds of the bond money, only
71 percent of the needed rehab work
will be done. Forty percent of the
$605 million bond money is slated
for rehab work on older schools.

"It isn't a straight 71 percent
across the board for all schools,"
says Dale Scheideman, director of
the CCSD facility and planning de-
partment. He explains that the cost
of rehabilitation could vary widely
for different schools.

The first category -- Code Com-
pliance and Student Safety Upgrades
-- is slated for $33.8 million.

The Educational Equipment Up-
grades category will receive $25
million; and the Building Systems
(utilities) category will get $59.6
million.

The fourth category -- School
Interiors and Fixed Equipment Up-
grades -- is scheduled for $86.5 mil-
lion.

Determining how much rehab
money will go where will not be
decided until the school district hires
a construction manager, who is ex-
pected to be chosen at the Feb. 14
meeting.

Last spring, the school district
created a priority list for rehab work
and the cost was validated during
inspections last fall. The biggest
changes made to the original priority
list, says Scheideman, are with the
heating and air conditioning replace-
ments. He added that the air condi-
tioning systems at nine middle
schools have been given priority be-
cause the schools may go on year-
round schedules.

clang, clang, clang
on a trolley?

By Larry Gradel and Cindy Davis

On a recent Saturday, 13 Valley
High students went to San Francisco
to see “Phantom of the Opera.”

Along with the opera, the group
ventured out into the vast unknown
of “the big city.”

Valley students stayed at the
Downtown Hilton, on the 29th floor
with an amazing view of the city.

The group visited the Embar-
cadero, China Town, Little Italy, and
the fabulous Fisherman’s Wharf. One
highlight of the trip was the ghostly
Alcatraz, where the group “saw” the
spirit of Al Capone.

With the exception of the con-
tinuousrain, the students enjoyed the
opportunity to visit San Francisco.

The group owes a special thanks
to Mrs. Taylor and Ms. Daphne
Grabovoi, from Silverado, who or-
ganized the trip.

Sawmetthing on My MWind: Speak-Out!

Give me liberty -- not censorship:
without education, we're defenseless

By Holley Alford and Raechel Grimblot, Juniors
Rancho High School

Whatever happened to our honored First Amendment right, Freedom
of Speech? Or better yet, our freedom to think and learn as young adults?
For those who are in the dark, let us inform you while there is still

time to do something about this important matter: CENSORSHIP.

The Clark County School District has proposed censoring not some,
but most of the discussions, books and freedoms we are used to. For
example, under the proposal, topics such as personal habits, choice of
friends, church attendance, divorce, separation, single-parent homes, and
family structure will not be allowed for discussing, viewing or learning.

_The school board wants to dismiss these topics because they are "highly

personal or potentially embarassing matters."

If a student gets embarassed about a topic, the student doesn't belong
in that level to begin win. Maturity plays a major role in one's ability to
address such dilemmas. And about "highly personal: let's try "highly
important" or "highly necessary" facts of life that we need in order to
survive in the '90s.

"Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according to
conscience, above all liberties," John Milton wrote. Barbara Armellino
English teacher, says, "I think that's what we need if we, in school, are to
make young minds able to think for themselves. They are going to be
faced with those decisions and they must be able to deal with them."

High school will no longer prepare us for "the real world," but it will
shelter us from a society that cares more about sheltering than whether or
not the curriculum is actually teaching us anything.

Under this proposal, libraries will be censored as well. Books dealing
with "religious, social, political, historical beliefs and values of ethnic
groups” will be allowed only if written in a general way. What kind of
reading material does that leave behind -- "The Adventures of the Tape-
worm"? [Scholars and researchers] agree that censoring libraries will
keep students unaware of important issues around them.

The censorship proposal has many parents speaking out. Parents are
constantly urged by the school district to get involved -- and, when they
do, their complaints are ignored. Don't you think that if the majority of
the people affected by censorship are against it, the school district would
dismiss the idea?

Education is our only protection against the negatives in this world.
Without education -- real education -- ignorance will take over. We can't
treat the world today as we did in the '40s or 'S0s; this is a new time with
new problems.

Education and enlightenment must not be limited because, without
them, we are defenseless.

Seniors' excellent adventure on Ditch Day

Joe Gonzalez, Durango High School

Once a year, there is a day when the halls are almost empty and
classrooms are less than half full. On the first day of the second semester,
“Senior Ditch Day,” seniors take a day off from school. Some students think
they deserve the day off, while others have little sympathy for them.

“On days like this, | give out big assignments and | will not explain it
to them when they come back the next day,” said Marcia Story, an English
teacher. There were so many seniors absent that Robert Stauffer, a physics
teacher, had only two students in his sixth period class -- one of them his
student aide.

Seniors do not spend this entire day alone. The freshmen, sophomores
and juniors often ditch with them. These three classes ruin the so-called
tradition of this day, according to seniors.

“| object to the so called ‘senior ditch day.’ Itis not a legitimate holiday and
especially after a three-day weekend,” says Story.

What did the seniors do on Ditch Day? Here are some anonymous
answers. “l went up to the mountains and played in the snow with a bunch
of my friends,” and “l went up to the beach and played in the sand with a
bunch of my friends.”

CALENDAR ART -- The art of Michelle Drayer, a junior at Durango High School,
is included in the 1995 calendar produced by the Silver State Schools Credit Union.
Michelle's design, Frostbite, is perfect for the month of December, where it appears.
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BREAKING THE STREAK -- This year’s Varsity Lady Warrior Soccer Team has broken
its losing streak, with a record so far of seven wins, four losses, and one tie. A surprise for
the Warrior team -- led by Sally Beckett, Holly Cantrell and Sarah Call -- was its first-time-
ever win against Bonanza. Western will continue to fight for a position in the playoffs.
Although our team is young and haven’t had much experience together, we have heart and
the desire to win. Shown above, in the dark uniforms, are Holly Cantrell, Charlie Head,
Suzy Vermillion and Tameka Simons.

Dismaldisplay recalls
needlessdrunkdrivingdeaths

By Stephanie Hashey
The annual SADDD (Students Against Drunk Driving and Drugs) drunk
driving display was shown in front of the school during the holidays. This was
the third consecutive year SADDD has presented the display as a reminder of
the dangers of drinking and driving. The exhibit consisted of a wrecked car
donated by Saturn of West Sahara, and posters depicting messages for driving
submitted by various clubs and organizations.

Although alcohol-related deaths are down from a decade ago, there are
still too many people dying needlessly at the hands of drunk drivers.

“One of our main reasons for having this exhibit is to make people aware
that the problem of drunk driving is still alive, and that by just having a
designated driver, youcould
save someone’s life,” says
Stephanie Hashey, this
year’s S.A.D.D.D. presi-
dent. “We hope that every-
one will help us in our fight
to stop drunk driving.”

This display sparked
much interest from the stu-
dents and others in the com-
munity. We hope that the
display opened the eyes of
young people as well as oth-
ers tothe dangers of driving
drunk.

Art museum features
Western High work

By Arianne Sorreta

An art show, coordinated by art teacher
Shar Wolff, was featured recently at the Las
Vegas Art Museum at Lorenzi Park. The
exhibit included a diversity of art by students
in classes from Art | to Advance Art. Ceram-
ics, pencil, paper mache’ and acrylic were
displayed along withwith 3-D art and com-
puter-generated images which our art de-
partment is especially excited about. “l am
very proud of the caliber of work produced,”
says Wolff.

Natural
leader says
FBLA worth

e by Michele Lucero
IOI n | n g State Recording Secretary, FBLA

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) is an educational organi-
zation that helps prepare students for the business world. Meetings and
conferences are held to enhance one's ability to be a leader. The confer-
ences offer workshops and seminars that help guide peers in future business
occupations.

I joined FBLA in 1993. I have always been a leader and this organiza-
tion sounded like it was for me. The first conference I attended was the
State Leadership Conference held last year in Elko. This is where I ran for
the position of Vice President, but lost. I was determined to become a
state officer and didn’t give up. No one was running for the position of
State Recording Secretary, so I decided to interview for it and got the
position. The main responsibilities of this office are to take minutes at
every meeting and to correspond with the other state officers and chapters
in Nevada.

I have attended many other conferences and meetings, and have learned
many leadership skills and met a lot of interesting people. At the National
Fall Leadership Conference held in Sacramento, CA, I spent time with the
other officers and new friends. Touring the state capital was one of my
favorite activities. We had fun and discovered things that would benefit us
in the future. FBLA is difinitely one of the best organizations around!

Western salutes
distinguished alumni

Two top law enforcement officers in Clark County, both elected
to their positions in last November's elections, are Western High
School graduates. They are Stewart L. Bell, district attorney, and
Sheriff Jerry Keller.

Bell graduated with high honors in 1963. He was a member
of the National Academic Honor Society and a Nevada State
Mathematics Champion.

Keller was close behind him, graduating in 1964. Western
High School is proud of these distinguished alumni.

That’s what it takes to succeed with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department,

communication with the people you're entrusted to serve.

Police Cadet
$1,832 to $2,411 monthly

The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department will be testing for the position
of Police Cadet, April 10-14, 1995.

If you are a high school senior or recent graduate between the ages of 17-18
and will not turn 19 years of age as of July 1, 1995,
visit our Personnel Bureau at 601 E. Fremont
before March 31st to obtain more information.

Minorities and Females are encouraged to apply
Accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies. EEO/AA/MF.
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Students earn
college credits,
gain tech skills

Nearly 200 Green Valley High School students are participating in the Tech
Prep Program that provides college credit for high school courses. These students
take two years of high school training and two years of college training in related
courses at the Community College of Southern Nevada.

They can then earn two high school credits and four college credits for four
years of courses.

High school classes available for the Program are Accounting I, Word
Processing, Drafting I, Drafting IT, and Architecture at GVHS; and Culinary Arts,
Electronics, Health Occupations, Horticulture Technology, and welding courses
at the Area Technical Trade Center.

Skills learned in the Tech Prep Program could mean greater job possibilities
and higher wages. “The program is a good idea for students who do not want to
goto college for four years, but want to earn the equivalent credits,” says freshman
Doug Spice.

Students interested in the program may contact Andrea Anderson, the Com-
munity College of Southern Nevada’s Tech Prep coordinator.

By Andrew Hagopian

Teacher uses
national award
for math tool

By Marcus Holliman

A Calculator Based Laboratory
(CBL) is a new teaching tool introduced
to GVHS students by algebra teachers
Robin Rubinstein and Neddy Alvarez.
The CBL units and probes were pur-
chased with money Rubinstein won from
the 1993 Presidential awards.

The CBL lab allows students to use

e various probes and instruments to inter-

APIP:JED rA'gH = r}evg teaching  face with their graphing calculator to

z)ouot a;)r G“(f;{ Sf‘“ Astf(‘)‘i':e;;th“;ﬁd:‘;‘: collect and analyze their own data. “In
essence, students can use real world

Varsity cheerleaders
take regional honors

By Paul Dodge

The Green Valley High School
cheerleading squad won first place atf the
United Spiritleaders Association regional
competition Las Vegas recently. The win
has qualified the GVHS team to go to
Anaheim for the USA national champion-

ship, March 17-19.

Inthe photo atright, Gernae Strickland,
Nikki Tanara and Heather Finney support
The cheerleader with her
back to the camera is unidentified.

Phorto by David Weisberg

Desiree Diaz.

Gators look toward
Feb. 24 challenge

By Rebekah McBeth

The Gators basketballteam has
claimed first place in the Sunrise
Division with a record of 9-0. Head
Coach Gene Carpenter does not
want his team to be overconfident.

“It still comes down to the last
game of the season,” he says, refer-
ring to the Feb. 24 game in which
Rancho will be given another shot at
Green Valley. “All this does is give
us a one-game lead.”

Referring to this team’s unity
and cooperation, Coach Carpenter
says, “At times, they play really well
together; they play unselfishly, and
they are a lot of fun to watch. Team-
work is a definite when it comes to
winning.”

LEFT: In this photo from the 1994
season, GVHS senior EricMcCauley
goes forthe layup against Clark High
senior Rodney Lyons.

(Photo by Bobby Horton)

Fernando Agreda (left) and Chris Walker

play with thier new CBL. applications of math and not just text-
book problems,” Rubinstein says.

Most students who used the CBLs

agreed they were much better than

using a textbook.

Ms. Rubinstein says that the CBL
will be used for along time to come by
the mathmatics and science depart-
ments.

“Teachers will continually col-

Yearbook preview

By Lauren Romano

GVHS’s publication staff is at
work producing the 1995 edition of the
Legacy yearbook, which will be dif-
ferent from previous editions.

Co-editor Paul Murphy expects

more pictures than in any other year-
book and 99 percent will be taken by
the students. The mini-mag section
will include a local and national news
spread and the expanded Student Life
section will feature extensive coverage
of trends and styles of GVHS students.

“We recently received the first
shipment of proofs,” says co-editor
Michael Weisberg, “and they are out-
standing."

laborate to develop innovative and
exciting activities for students to use
with the CBL,” she explains.

Since GVHS is the first to use and
own the CBL units, it is still in its test
phase, but according to Rubinstein,
“The students love them; learn the
lessons more quickly, work easily with
the equipment, and are anxious to use
it again.”

great scores!

great
skills!

Kaplan students get the

most complete test preparation
materials available, including
computer-analyzed practice
tests, home study materials,
and a training library.

Call 798-5005
Get a higher score

KAPLAN

Kaplan helps you focus your
SAT studies and build your
skills and confidence so you
can get a higher score.

CLASSES BEGIN
February 14 and April 20
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Seniors go for

Smart Cards
By Andrew Hagopian

Many students participated in the
Student and Merchant Achievement
Recognition Team, or Smart Grad
Program, designed to help seniors
get jobs after high school.

The Las Vegas Chamber of Com-
merce, Clark County School Dis-
trict, and Clark County Public Edu-
cation Foundation founded Smart
Grad.

Participants were required to
complete four forms. The first was
a short essay, for which the appli-
cants were to include some of their
outstanding personal qualities, grade
point average and class rank, and any
othersignificant school achievements.

The second required form was a
personal data worksheet for names
and other general information. Third
was a skills, training, and educational
experiences form. Applicants were
tolistall complete and passed courses
from their freshman to senior years.
Their skills and training, as well as
any extracurricular talents were also
reported in this section.

The final part of the Smart Grad
application was a Teacher Rating
Section. Students were to take evalu-
ation forms to at least three of their
teachers for completion. Evalua-
tions were based on such aspects as
student initiative, appearance, and
judgement.

“The Smart Grad program ben-
efits students who want to start a
career after high school and those
who want a part time job while at-
tending college,” the GVHS Smart
Grad coordinator and counselor Ms.
Klimik explained.

The final product will be a lami-
nated card that seniors can use to
show employers their skills and quali-
fications, a compilation of informa-
tion from all four categories in the
application.

Photo by Jai Jai Brown

FINE ARTS -- Everett Taylor, from
GVHS's pop choir, Fusion, performs for
students during lunch, kicking off the
start of Fine Arts Week.

"You Gotla Have Art’
Green Valley High

celebrates the arts
By Jennifer Goscicki

Green Valley marked its annual Fine Arts Week recently, celebrating
“America the Beautiful” in all art forms and providing GVHS fine art
students the opportunity to demonstrate their individual talents.

The theater, choir, orchestra, band and dance departments provided

entertainment throughout the week
during lunchtimes and in an assem-
bly, which showcased talents in-
cluding mime, dance and choir.

At the close of the assembly,
the band, the orchestra, and the
concert choir presented the spec-
tacular grand finale of “America
the Beautiful.”
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0 e Financial assistance
e Day or evening sessions
Vo Individualized attention
e Effective job placement

Licensed by the Nevada Commission
on Postsecondary Education

© Business Administration (8 weeks)
© Medical Office Specialist (16 weeks)

4820 Alpine Place, B-102 (Decatur at W. Charleston)

SHORT-TERM TRAINING
...LONG-TERM BENEFITS
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Students win
Latin Chamber
scholarships

ESSAY TO COLLEGE -- Three Green Valley students have won $1,000 scholarships
from the Latin Chamber of Commerce. Shown here, from left, are scholarship recipients
Gabriel Johnson, Chrisanta Zamudia and Claudia Aguayo.

Awards to be used in Nevada
By David Gallagher

As many seniors realize, money for college does not grow on trees, but
there are countless ways to get financial help to continue one's education. One
good (and available) route is through scholarships.

Three GVHS students did just that, each one honored with a $1000
scholarship to attend a school of their choice in Nevada. Seniors Claudia
Aguayo, Gabriel Johnson, and Chrisanta Zamudio received their scholarships
through the Latin Chamber of Commerce

At acareer day activity last fall, they and other participants, were asked to

write an essay about their experience and each was interviewed by Chamber
members.

Aguayo and Johnson plan to use their scholarship money at the University
of Nevada, Reno; and Zamudio will use her scholarship at Community College
of Southern Nevada. Thousands of
scholarships gounused each year, sim-
ply because students are unaware of
them. If you need financial help, con-
tact GVHS’s Career Center.

A taste of the real world

on the menu for Law Club
By Paul Dodge

In a time when theft and violent crime rates are on the rise, it is
important that the policemen, judges, and attorneys of tomorrow get
a head start into the complicated world of law and justice.

That is what Criminal Law and Justice teacher Richard Vaughan’s
Law Club is all about. The club has several field trips planned for the
next few months to such places as police departments and court
rooms, where they can learn about the justice system.

The Law Club raised funds for its first outing to the Henderson
Police Department Feb. 6, where the students planned to see how the
police protect and serve. They will seek answers about services such
as 911: Who answers the phone , and how is help sent so quickly?

The Law Club’s next stop is the judicial branch -- to US District
Court Department 16, where students will see a criminal trial, and
Vaughn is also hoping to arrange a tour of Metro's jail facilities.
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Attention!
Prepare to meetyourworld!

By Jehremy Saylors

The Las Vegas Academy is home to a unique course
for seniors getting ready to graduate.

Senior Portfoliois led by Sandy Beall, a former reporter
for channel 13 News. The class emphasizes putting
together a resume and portfolio. The class also takes two
or three weeks each to focus on the arts and frequently
brings in guest speakers, including dancers from “Splash”
and Nancy Deaner, head of the city’s art galleries and
Michael Harrison, head technician for the Las Vegas
Cultural Arts Division.

Students work with community businesses who place
them in internships or “job shadowing.” Devon Thornton,
who interned at Starlight Express at the Las Vegas Hilton,
says “l got to see how all aspects of technical theatre come
together, from the costume shop to the three stage man-
agers it takes to run a show of that caliber.”

The other cooperating businesses include Cinema
Services, YESCO, Debbie Reynolds Hotel and Casino,
Sandy Hackett Productions, and Beall's former stomping
ground, Channel 13 News.

Beall says, “Las Vegas is jam-packed with performing
arts; the city is just booming with opportunity for students
to share information and learn from working profession-
als.”

He advises incoming seniors to ask their counselors
about enrolling in Senior Portfolio next semester.

Our generation wakes
to a new dream

By Crystalee Van Patten

It’s obvious that life is harder for us
than it was for our parents. We have many
more problems facing us today. We’re
dealing with adult problems, pregnancy,
jobs, higher expectations in school, gangs
and drugs. I’m not saying that our parents’
generation didn’t have those problems too,
I’m just saying that those are more of a
problem for us today.

“I feel we wouldn’t have these prob-
lems if TV and violent movies weren’t so
excessive,” says Angelina McCoy, LVA

student.

Though we do have the overwhelming
influence of violence and crime, 1 think
that anyone who is able to overcome that 1s
very responsible and has his or her priori-
ties straight.

A survey of seniors in 40 different
Wisconsin communities showed that per-
sonal goals such as good grades and good
jobs were at the top of the list of impor-

tance.

Teenagers are more independent today
and 40-50 percent of teens live in single-
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parent homes. Therefore, teens
don’t have as many people to
depend on. That is not neces-
sarily a bad thing; it just shows
that teenagers today have to de-
pend more on themselves and
are a more responsible and ma-
ture generation.

Students to Paree?
Osti-La-tla

By Kristine Leavitt

Allo Paris! The Artand French
departments are sponsoring a
summer trip to Paris from June 5-
June 13. The trip, including two
meals a day, hotel accommoda-
tions, admission to all museums,
and transportation fees, is $1,565.

The group will visit many fa-
mous museums including the Lou-
vre, where the Mona Lisa is dis-
played. Guided tours to gothic
cathedrals, Claude Monet’s home,
and personal encounters with art-
ists of Montmarte are scheduled
— along with sailing on the Seine
River and a visit to Jim Morrison’s
grave.

The Hit List

The Top 10 worries for teens
listed in a recent Newsweek Special
Issue:

1. Having a good marriage and family
life.

2. Choosing a career/Finding work

3. Doing well in school

4. Being successful in line of work

5. Having strong friendships

6. Paying for college

7. Worrying about the country going
downhill

8. Making a lot of money:-

9. Finding purpose and meaning in life

10. Contracting AIDS
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French majors go for joie de vivre!

' By Mike Slate

Being a French major at the Academy isn’t just about learning a new
language. It’s about French-speaking lands and their customs as well.

“I feel that we learn more about the cultures of French-speaking coun-
tries,” says Sandra Patrick, a French III major.

One of the major differences between the French Block and regular French
classes is the extra Theme Group class for International Studies (I.S.) majors.

For first-year majors, the Theme Group class studies the geography of
France and other French-speaking countries. They learn about the various

regions in France, natural land forms,
the customs and cultures. Second
year majors deal with the history of the
French speaking countries, and French
III majors learn the literature of France.

French teacher Madame Rousseau
tries to discourage all of her students
from speaking English while in her
class because she feels it doesn’t keep
them in a French [state-of-mind].

In order to receive an Interna-
tional Studies diploma, French stu-
dents must actively participate in the
co-curricular activities of the
Academy’s International Studies Pro-
grams, such as the language fair or the
Carnival Culturama.

During each semester a student is
enrolled in the International Studies
Program, ten hours outside of class
time are required. Double language
majors are required fifteen hours, di-
vided between both majors.

Brittany Petitsays, “BeingaFrench
major will open up many opportuni-
ties for me in the future. Even though
some students in other departments
don’t think a language will help us,
and that we’re nerds, I think it’s won-
derful that I have this chance to pre-
pare for my future. You can use a
language in just about any career.”

Rap music: controversial?
By Toni Sutton

Rapfirstappeared in the mid-
1970s, an outgrowth of popular
music. Did the people of the '70s
ever think rap would be a contro-
versial issue?

Some rap that came out in
the '80s had lyrics dealing with
graphic sexuality, gangsterism,
and violence, in general. That's
whenrap startedtobecome...the
subject of widespread criticism.

Explicit rap lyrics make
people (especially parents) put
the music down. This happens a
lot...rap music isn't the only mu-
sic being stereotyped.

Rap used to have a limited
audience, but it really hit the
charts in the early '90s and be-
came part of the American main-
stream. Inner-city kids on an
MT . _pocial saidthey never want
toe ~rience anything negative
they i - " in rap music.

Rap: usic...whatever you put
into it is v. 1at you get out of it. It
may be controversial, but rap will
be around for many years yet.

love Carnaval!

Carnaval Culturamais now
underway at the Las Vegas
Academy and will continue
through Feb. 23.

Each Tuesday and Wednes-
day is the day when local el-
ementary school students visit
the Academy to "journey" into
35 foreign lands. The featured
countries speak French, Rus-
sian, Japanese, German and
Spanish.

Booths are decorated like a
carnival, with festivals and cel-
ebrations planned and a grand
parade to wrap up the event.

Carnaval is similar to the
Academy's "Winter Wonders,"
which was prevented last De-
cember for children in grades
three through five.

(Contributing reporter: Mike
Slate)

I hadf,
Yebontine's

Legends -- take your pick!
Does the day celebrate two people
named St. Valentine who were
killed on Feb. 14 in the year 200?
Or does it honor a priest named
Valentine who would marry young -
couples even after the Roman
Emperor said men should remain
single (thinking they'd be better
soldiers as bachelors). Andis Feb.
14 when birds choose their mates?

Whatever -- we wish you a
happy Valentine's day, belated but
full of love...and chocolates!

(Thanks to Michele Badgwell for
the theme and the research.)

LAS VEGAS ACADEMY

Don't knock the caf!

By Amanda Shay

Do you buy lunch at school? Meet
cafeteria manager Julie Kowal.

"I love the challenge it presents,”
she says. "Everyday is a race from start
to finish...trying to make something out
of nothing is rewarding when the re-
views are good."

Kowal started in the cafeteria
business seven years ago. barely out of
high school at 17. She says this makes
her more in tune as to how kids today
think.

“I wouldn’t serve them anything |
wouldn’t eat myself. If it slips by me,
it’s only because I don’t have the 12
pairs of eyes I need!” Kowal says about
the cafeteria food.

There are only two women in addition
to Kowal to prepare lunch for about
650 people per day. Some days it’s
less, some days more...depending on
how many students eat off campus, how
many don’t eat at all, and how many
bring their own lunches from home.

Also, before you criticize the lunch
service, you should know only 21 LVA
students are on payroll, working either
first or second lunch -- or both. Also,
there are one volunteer and about eight
handicapped students, which is unusual
in the district. These students come
from Helen J. Stewart each day for a
couple of hours to help prepare LVA’s
school lunches.

Kowal says, “The hardest part is
trying to please everyone!"

|

Talk to the world

with Internet, e-mail
By Loes van Ruiten, Las Vegas Academy

Y ou can communicate with somebody on the other side of the world on a
daily basis without using the phone—you can use the Internet system, an
international network that connects computers of all kinds to communicate and
share services. Twenty-five million people use it all over the world and it is
growing -- average people as well as universities, big corporations and govern-

mentinstitutions.

Internet can be used in several different ways, such as E-mail. You can
write letters to someone on the other side of the world and that person can read

your message the same day.

Internet can be great for exchange students such as LVA's Stefan Bergmann
who writes to friends at his old school in Germany with E-mail.
“Internet keeps me in touch with my friends back East,” Lisa Giordano
says. “Mail takes too long; Internet lets me hear from them right away.”
Another Internet service is called Talk, which looks like the telephone but
the difference is that you have to type what you say.

great
skills!

Kaplan students get the
most complete test preparat

Call 798-5005
Get a higher score

great scores!

KAPLAN

Kaplan helps you focus your
SAT studies and build your
skills and confidence so you
can get a higher score.

CLASSES BEGIN
February 14 and April 20

ion
materials available, including
computer-analyzed practice
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and a training library.




Wrestlers
turn 'em around

By Diana Gallegos

The wrestling team has had some trouble
in the past during their matches, but at the
Boulder City Invitational, they turned every-
one around. Eric Clark and Mario Quinones
became heroes.

Quinones is a first-year wrestler who
placed in a varsity tournament for the first
time and ended in fourth place in the 160-
pound division. He says he was very proud
but shocked to have gotten that far and that
it meant a lot of pressure and hard work. “I
felt like I wanted third place,” he jokes.

Clark, on the other hand, is a four-year
wrestler and ended with a first place victory
in the 275-pound division. He pinned every
opponent.

“I felt relieved each time I turned them.

After it was over, I looked around and every-
one was standing up cheering for me. Then I
looked at Coach Cerrone, and he just said,
‘good job.””

Forensics argues to the top

The Valley High School forensics team
travelled to Cedar City for competition this past
weekend (Feb. 10-11) and we are awaiting a
report on that competition.

In the recent Congress session, Andres
Rameriz was voted Top Chairperson. Delaine
Hadarly placed fourth and Lorie Berardie took
second -- in a Valley sweep. Leading the team
inthe Lincoln-Douglas debate was Brian Spoor
who placed fifth with 190 out of 200 speaker
points.
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Goalkeeper
one of top 30

Valley High School’s super-star
“keeper,” Regina Capurro, has been
named to the Lanzera National Select
Team. This team is assembled yearly
with the 30 most talented women soccer
players from around the country. Capurro
is seen as a division-one prospect.

This year’s team will travel to
Maastricht, Holland, and Paris, where
they will participate in numerous tourna-

ments.
(Contributing reporter: Norbert Gyorfi)

Regina Capurro

SOUNDTRACKS

By Larry Gradel and Cindy Davis
Forrest Gump: The Soundtrack (for real)

It's as great as the movie. With 32 "all-American classics," almost
everyone is sure to like this soundtrack. It features songs such as Age
of Aquarius by the Fifth Dimension and Land of a Thousand Dances by
Wilson Pickett, Break on Through to the Other Side by The Doors and

Blowing in the Wind by Joan Baez.
The final verdict. Cindy: five stars (It broke on through to the other side of
movie soundtracks). Larry: five stars (It's a lot better than a box of choc-a-lates).

Cranberries: "No Need to Argue"

This is a great follow-up to the Cranberries' first album. It's the oh-
so-never-lively Ireland tunage that we have been waiting to hear. From
the first track, Ode to My Family, all the way through to the final No Need
to Argue, it's pure buttah to an Ireland yodeler.

The final verdict. Cindy: five stars (It was extremely impressive -- I love to
cry while I listen to my favorite tunes). Larry: four stars (I love rainy-day yodeling
-- it makes me oh-so-happy). '

Pearl Jam: "Vitalogy"

P.J. comes out with something different every time, so we didn't
know what to expect. The scorching lyrical genius of Eddie Vedder is
a non-stop thrill throughout the album. If you've heard it, you know it's
like strapping electroids to yourself and putting them on high.

The final verdict: Cindy: Five stars. Nothing can go above. I love lying in

bed beeling all those "bugs in my ears with their eggs in my head. Larry: Four
stars -- whatever you say, Cindy.

Weezer: Weezer
This album a completely non-thought-provoking lyrical album -- a
kindergardener could write lyrics that

are more controversial. (We better
watch out for that, though; we might

Why should top high school students attend UNLV

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA LAS VEGAS

and join the Honors Program?

¢ For the challenge
¢ To get the highest quality college education
¢ Academic opportunities for a rewarding future

And what did these UNLV students
get from the Honors Program?

"...the knowledge I need to realize my dreams”
(Heather Subran)

"...new friendships...great times" (Cindy Purvance)

"...diverse curriculum...supportive professors”
(Alan Tack)

THE HONORS PROGRAM
Len Zane, Director

895-3537 E-mail LENZ@CCMAILNEVADA EDU

CEREBRATE

getinto trouble with the school board
for anything "controversial.) Even
though it has no meaning for us, it can
still be enjoyed...complete party
tunage.

The final verdict. Larry: 3-1/2 stars (I
don't care to hear people cry over how they

look like Buddy Holly.) Cindy: Three stars
-- whatever you say, Larry.

Animals, people:

facing
extinction?
By Larry Gradel

During the last 30 years, one-
third of the world’s rain forest
canopy has disappeared. As the
habitats disappear, so do the animals
and plants that depend on them.
This is how extinction begins.
Unregulated industrialization in the -
rain forest has caused the extinction
of more than 480 species of plants and
animals just in the last two centuries.

While attention is focused on the
Northern spotted owl, three-fourths
of the world’s bird species are
declining in population or nearing
extinction. Biologists estimate that,
in the next few decades, we will
extinguish 75 percent of all known
plant and animal species.
Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Established 20 years ago, ESA is
based on the wellbeing of all spe-
cies. It determines the rate of
industrial growth, determining if
there is too much growth to protect
the species around these areas. In
its current form, ESA often fails to
protect the habitats of the very
species it defends. Shooting an
endangered bird, for example, is
considered a crime, although bull-
dozing its home may not be.

Global warming

When the sun's rays come down
and nourish life on Earth, they
should then escape the atmosphere
and go back out into space.

With the industrial revolution
came addiction to fossil fuels. The
burning of coal, oil, and gas pumps
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere
and traps solar heat which should go
into space.

When we destroy our forests,
we destroy earth’s natural mecha-
nism for absorbing carbon dioxide
(CO2). The result is a warming
trend that threatens life on our
planet.

Do you want to go to college?

Get ready for the SAT entrance exam!

Affordable test preparation classes on the Clark High campus
May 1, 3, 8 and 10 -- 3:00-6:00pm

(You do not have to attend Clark to take these excellent classes)

Sponsored by Community College of Southern Nevada
Call for information on scheduling and registration: 65 1 T 4057
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Attending his first
Charter Ceremony,
Ian Perdriau, Presi-
dent of Kiwanis In-
ternational, poses
with members of
the Silverado Key
Club infrontofthe
Club's completed
puzzle. With him
are (from left)
Donny Lau, Tyler
Mcdonald and Amy
Fehr.
Photo by
S. Thornton

Kangaroos and Key Clubs
Honored guest welcomes Silverado club

by Devon Jean

Last month, 35 Silverado students
experienced Charter Night and the
Induction Ceremony that made their
Key Club a documented and legal
club affiliated with Kiwanis Interna-
tional. In attendance was not only
Silverado faculty and officers ofthe
Kiwanis and local Key Clubs, but also
the Kiwanis International President,
Ian Perdriau. For Perdriau, who is
from Australia, this induction was to
be the first ever where the Interna-
tional President was in attendance
and gave a keynote address.

“The event was very exciting be-
cause of [President Perdriau's] atten-
dance,” says Silverado's Key Club

advisor Cheryl Barnson.

The ceremony opened with the
SHS Madrigal singers singing the
national anthem. At the end of the
ceremony, each member to be in-
ducted was given a puzzle piece

and, as each student was called up,

he or she placed that piece on a
board thateventually revealed aseal
for the new Silverado Key Club.

This group pledges “to uphold
the objectives of Key Club Interna-
tional; to build home, school, and
community; to serve my nation and
God and combat all forces which
tend to undermine these institu-
tions.”

Money is not the key to the good life

By Mary McMurrin and Jamie Bartels

“It’s never too late to change your perspective,” says Linda Baker, sister
of Geoffrey Baker, English teacher. She proved her point by telling students

about her life.

Ms. Baker began her career working on the school newspaper, then was
offered a job writing a column for her community paper at 16.

While in college, she worked for Warner Brothers Records, starting at the
bottom doing “gopher” jobs and working her way up to National Promotion
Director.

Baker soon realized that “money doesn’t equal happiness.” She sold
many of her possessions to travel the world, struggling to find her place and
her soul. Through her travels in Greece, Asia, New Zealand and many other
exotic places, she learned how to communicate with people untouched by
civilization.

She kept a journal and is considering sending the manuscripts for
publication in flight magazines. _

Now that she has traveled...a dream of hers since high school...she feels
she has achieved one of her greatest goals. She says she has become a
stronger person through her travels and is looking forward to continuing her
educational journey, traveling around the United States with a companion,
her dog, Buddy.

Baker made students realize that setting a goal and accomplishing it is
vital -- whether it’s graduating high school, passing your hardest class or
making your dream come true.

She stressed working for what you want today, rather than just saying
"one of these days..." It's how you should live your life.

Williams awes
fans through

fast recovery
By Devon Jean

With a sigh of relief, Christine Williams lends a supportive shoul-
der to her son, Ben, as he recollects what he can of his ordeal of
recent months. Benis the Silverado football player who was rushed
to UMC during a JV football game last October.

After emergency surgery to relieve pressure from his brain, Ben
spent the next two months in a coma, followed by six weeks of
strenuous rehabilitiation and a lot of pain. Ben came home on
January 9 and says he feels great. Suffering from temporary short-
term memory loss and a slight impediment of speech, Ben’s amaz-
ing recovery has baffled himself and everyone who has seen his
progress.

Now that Ben ishome he will be attending a day rehabilitation
program to help prepare him for his return to school -- maybe in
May, but more likely this fall. Ben is expected to make a 100%
recovery.

Some good has also come from thisunfortunate accident. “We
are definitely a lot closer,” says Williams’ mom. Not only his family,
but the entire Silverado student body has been touched by Ben'’s -
experience. :

Even though this young man is only in his second year of high
school, he has shown more courage than most of us will ever have
fo. Ben ended our interview with an observation that is relevant to
all of us,“You've gotta respect life!”

FLOOR IT -- Alicia DePaulis T.O.M. -- Mrs. Lasley accepted an award as Teacher of
dribbles toward the basket during the Month recently. Above, from left, are Amy Fehr,
the game against Western. Sophie Ainsworth and Jennifer Ewry.

(Photo by Angel House) Photo by Donny Lau)

REBEL BASKETBALL

“ HEAR HEAR!

720 AM

Pre-game and post-game shows, too.

A great team sport
A great way to make friends
A great way of life

JOIN TODAY

Work out at the UNLV pool
Home & Away Games

Call 896-2265 or 225-POLO
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Wiriters produce videos
to aid Secret Withess

Chaparral's creative writing classes will
enter this year's Secret Witness video con-
test. Winning videos will be aired through-
out the year on Channel 3 television.

The Secret Witness program allows citi-
zens to participate in law enforcement by
giving information to the police while remain-
ing anonymous. Cash awards may be given.

The videos may be no longer than three
minutes. The creative writing classes
watched sample videos -- previous contest
entries, including a winner from last year --
shown by Ray Willis, director of communi-
cations for CCSD.

Willis, one of the contest judges, pointed
out that Las Vegas' Secret Witness program
is ranked second in the country for law-
enforcement programs of its type. He says,

"Large portions of the prison populatlon will
attest to its success.'

Citizens with information about a crime
should call Secret Witness at 385-5555.

(Condensed from a feature by Jill Englund)

Spicer joins staff
as assistant principal

Jeannine Spicer has come to Chaparral as
the newest assistant principal, coming from a
similar position at Clark High School She
supervises the English and science departments,
part of home economics, and oversees the cur-
riculum, master schedule and parent newsletter.
She says she is happy to be at Chaparral and
adds, "My door is always open if you have a
concern or just want to talk. I don't bite."
(Contributing reporter: Heather Farmer)
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Higher Learning

By Jill Englund
Racism, sexism and homophobia strike Columbus University in
John Singleton's latest film, Higher Learning. Starring...Laurence
Fishburne, Jennifer Connelly, Kristy Swanson, Tyra Banks and the
ever-impressive Ice Cube, Higher Learning takes a magnifying glass

to America's prejudices and fears by explormg the separate lives of

college students on a typical campus.

The movie focuses on a Black track star on scholarship and a
white girl who, as the victim of attempted rape, comes face to face
with sexism in society and her own sexuality.

Singleton depicts slices of life among the different groups of
students (black, white, feminist, homosexual, neo-Nazi) and ham-
mers home that each group is blinded by its own fears and assumptions.

The students' prejudices are tempered by Fishburne as a profes-
sor and mentor to the track star, while Ice Cube (better than I ever
would have guessed) provides comic relief and angry righteousness
as a six-year undergrad who quotes Frederick Douglas.

After a series of racial incidents, a peace rally explodes into
tragedy when...but you must see it.

Throughout the movie, Singleton uses techniques such as ironic
cuts, colors and symbols to prove his point that people live separate,
voluntarily segregated lives. (At one point, he fades to black on Ice
Cube, then the screen turns a blinding white to reveal a Nazi meeting.)

Higher Learning is one of the best movies out now. The stories
and their truths make it funny, involving, tragic,and (gasp!) not
insulting to the intelligence of a mainly teenage audience. Instead of
atrite "wanna be the voice of a generation, public service announce-
ment script,” Singleton quietly and powerfully forces you to examine
your own prejudices and wonder at the scope and stupidity of
America's fears.

His message to "unlearn" the prejudices you've been taught rings
true in the face of the ignorance and pain that kind of higher learning
brings. Screw Oliver Stone -- see this movie!

Bednar believes in getting involved
(Condensed from a feature by Laura Henderson)
Andrea Bednar would be living proof that "getting involved
helps to keep students interested in school." She has made herself
known for her ahtletic ability and

High school
students...

Help is

here!

Preparing to take
your ACT
or SAT?

Continuing Education
spring semester might
be the right answer!

Register for ACT and SAT

Preparatory Classes

Brush-up courses in Algebra, Basic Math and English Grammar
are also offered :

For information call "Class Reports” at 895-3 394

her high academic standards.

During her freshman year, Bednar
was jumped from women's JV soccer
to varsity in the middle of the season.
When the tennis season began, Bednar
earned a starting spot on the women's
team even though she'd never played
serious tennis before.

Then came the 1994 softball
season. Bednar moved from JV
pitcher to varsity and pitched a no-
hitter against Rancho.

Bednar, with a 3.8 GPA, is a
member of Honor Society, takes
piano and dance lessons, and is in-
volved in community service
projects. She has her eye on col-
lege, perhaps UNR or University of
Arizona, and is hoping for a schol-

UNLV's

arship while continuing to play ball.

Block scheduling

gets thumbs-up
from students

By Nicole Christian

An evaluation of block sched-
uling at Chaparral reveals that the
majority of students feel that this
system, adopted last fall, is going
well.

Chaparral is the only school
involved with block scheduling in
Clark County. This has attracted
the interest of other schools, in
and out of state, who have visited
the school, observing classrooms.

The school administration sur-
veyed 10 percent of the student
body, asking students to assign a
grade, Ato F, for block schedules.

Of 223 students surveyed, 125
gave it an "A," meaning they
thought block scheduling was go-
ing well and presented no real
problems. Another 55 gave a "B"
grade, meaning "I'm coping with it
and I'll be fine." Just 19 gave the
program a "C" and ten answered
“D." Fourteen responded with an

"F," which meant "No way...go

back to a six-period day."

A survey of faculty indicates
that 88 percent are in favor of
block scheduling.

Comments from students who
gave an "A" or "B" to block sched-
uling: "Keep it the same, it's great"
and "You get a lot more done in
class..more time to explain if you
don't understand something."

Other comments: "l like it a lot
because | only need to worry about
three classes per day," and "The
schedule is fine but we should
stretch more."

Those who graded block
scheduling in the "C" range criti-
cized it for giving students "one
more day to forget our homework,"
and for being confusing and re-
sulting in more people at lunch.

Among the bottom graders,
comments include "You never
asked the students what they
wanted. We never had a say," 'l
learned twice as much last year,"
“it's hard to pay attention and stay
awake," and "Block scheduling is
[why] my grades have dropped.”

"We're not going back now,"
says Principal Mike West. "We're
just now breaking into the sun-
shine."



RECORD CHECK -- Using the police computer is part of the SERVICE -- Metro provides high school students with opportunities to
learning process in the Cadet program. Here, Collins works in the get a head-start on a police department career: Shown here are Cadet
detention center with Cadet Aaron Stanton, a 1993 graduate of Maurice Collins (left), police officer/recruiter Byron Stringer (in car),

Cimarron-Memorial High School.

COVER PHOTO: MAURICE COLLINS
Western High 1994 grad
commits to police career

Maurice Collins graduated with honors (and
a 3.6 GPA) last year from Western High School
and, within weeks, he joined Metro as a Police
Cadet. "I didn't take a vacation after graduation,"
he says, "I had to focus on my future." That
future, if Maurice has his way, will include
experience in the Bike Patrol, some work with the
dogs in the K-9 Corps, and ultimately joining
Metro's highest ranks.

As arookie Cadet, Maurice is working in
the Detention Center -- in the reception area,
where he checks the I.D.s of visitors and answers
their questions, and in the property room, where
he issues prison uniforms. He also rides along
with Metro officers and helps take crime reports.

Maurice works 12-hour shifts on a compli-
cated pattern of days-on and days-off -- "But it all
works out to 80 hours every two weeks," he
explains.

In addition to learning about police matters,
Maurice says, "I'm learning how to deal with the
public, control my stress levels, and develop
leadership qualities."

Maurice got interested in this field because
his cousin, Steven Collins, started as a cadet and
has been an officer for nearly 10 years. Steve is
now a member of the HELP team, working with
homeless people.

His family is proud of Maurice -- including
all nine brothers and sisters -- but "Mom was a
little worried because of people shooting," he says.

Maurice plays keyboard for his church choir,
but his main hobby is drawing. "In school, I
thought I might become a police sketch artist [the
person who draws suspects based on descriptions
given by witnesses] or work in computer graphics
or design video games," he recalls.

For now, however, Maurice pours all his
concentration and time into the Cadet Program -
- the same sort of focus that earned him honors at
Western High School.

and Explorer Arturo Martinez, a 1994 grad of Las Vegas High School.

Confessions of a former cadet

Byron Stringer, ten-year veteran of the Metropolitan Police
Department joined the Cadet Program right after graduation from
Rancho High School in 1985. ;

"Recruiters visited our school when it got close to graduation,"
Stringer says. "Mostkids disregard them, but I listened because I had
no idea about my future. I wanted to go to college but couldn't afford
it, even though I applied to a lot of places for a scholarship or
financial aid," he explains.

Stringer also knew he wanted to help people, so he applied and
competed against 300 people testing for just 15 positions in the
academy. "You have to believe in yourself, look at your fears head
on," he says.

'Rambo' should not apply

The recruiter knows the type of person Metro is looking for.

"People who really want to do the job, who listen. We don't need
Rambos -- people with ‘attitudes' who expect to save the world from
all corruption," Stringer explains. "Most of our work deals with
people who come to us with their problems."

He says that the number of minorities joining the cadet program
is increasing, but the number is not yet in proportion with the
population.

"It used to be that young minorities would not apply because, in
their communities, the police were seen as the source of harassment,"

he explains, "and it

AIDS seminar
gives important

information
T.J. McMahon

The Durango HERO Club re-
cently sponsored an AIDS as-
sembly titled AIDS (Acquired
Information Directed at Stu-
dents) and Us which was de-
signed to provide more informa-
tion on AIDS and how it affects
students.

Speakers from AFAN (Aid for
AIDS, Nevada), as well as per-
sons with HIV, gathered in the
Durango theater to give stu-
dents, parents, faculty and staff
information about this threaten-
ing disease.

According to HERO Club
member Allan North, the assem-
bly was created to give more
information following the first
AIDS assembly at Durango
which was sponsored by the Key
Club. So many students at-
tended the assembly that there
was a concern about informa-
tion getting across to students.

The HERO Club is planning
adrive for Shade Tree, a shelter
forbattered and abused women.
sometime in the spring,” says
North.

Foreign Film

Festival
By Mike Slate

The Las Vegas Academy's In-
ternational Studies Council recently
presented a Foreign Film Festival.

The four movies that were shown
were Tampopo, a Japanese film
about food; Don Quixote, a Spanish
classic about the ultimate windmill
fighter; Cyrano, aFrench filmabout
a man who sticks his nose in where
it doesn't belong (and wins the
maiden); and Amadeus, the biogra-
phy of the composer, Mozart.

wasn't prestigious to be
part of the group that
was the problem. -

"But these kids are
learning that they can
make a greater differ-
ence working from the
inside."

Does Stringer have
any advice for students
planning to apply for the
cadet academy?

"Don't show up in
trendy stuff, like saggy
pants -- it'll probably
work against you. Wear

your Sunday best, what
your mother would pick
out for you. And wear
your grampa's tie."

CALENDAR ART -- Shy Vision, a design by Nicole Heitmann, was a winnef
in the 1995 Calendar Art Contest sponsored by the Silver State Credit Union
competition. Nicole is a sophomore at Durango High School.
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