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That Tii^SAGjiw^ Eiyo4j li6ektk^" 

Basic Townsite, Pl t tnan, Basic Trailer Camp 
and Railroad Pass—^all peopled by workers 
on a project being bii i l t to preserve demo
cracy—as.senbled lj» a thoroughly American 
i n s t i t u t i o n l a s t Saturday and "became one. 
The comnon interest which drew them together 
was a public school—the new educat ional 
in s t i tu t ion in Basic Towrsite. The day was 
both p a t r i o t i c and s o c i a l . ^TJnder the en-
thiKiastic sponsorship of BMI Post, American 
Legion the school was formally dedicated in 
the afternoon, and hundreds of men, wonen, 
and children from the whole region gathered 
for a dance in the auditorium at night. If 
you weren ' t t h e r e , i t was a good t h ing . 
There wasn't roo« for another person. Net 
proceeds, aggregating more than $500, are 
being turned oyer to the school by the Legion 
for purchase of musical instruments. 

JITTERBUGS—WALTZES 
I t was a bang-up party—this f i r s t "social 
g a t h e r i n g of t he whole community—with 
J i t t e r b u g competition for the nipble and 
* waltz contest for the more sedate.- But 

TOP-Congressiian Jams G. Scrugham steaks at dedication 
of school T* Basic Toiitsite. 

BOTTVU-CampSetbirt Guard accompmites Old Glory to plat
form uheh flag is presented to schofl 6y Legion, 



THG 6(G JOG-—^GASIC MAGN£S(UM M£WS-L€TTeg 
those were S e t a i l s . More important i s the 
fac t that folks hereabouts now l»ave a place 
t o s t a g e a s h i n d i g of t h e i r own. And i f 
success? of the f i r s t blow-out i / a n y irtdl-
cat lon, thereis-igoing ta.be a_^sera.es of good 
times right here pn the pro jec t ) come thin 

- t i r e s and rat ioned g a s o l i n e , or\what have 
you . 

* A PLANT TO PROTECT A SCHOOL 
There were a nun.ber of speeches a t the iled-

^i=-lcAtion in the a f t e r n o o n , when in an i(h-
press lve ceremony the Legion.Post presented 
t h e schoo l w i th an American f l a g . . Con
gressman -James ('•. Scruglmm- who is Democratic 
noBinee for tJ. S. Senator flew in from Wash
i n g t o n to be p r e s e n t . He s p o k e . Miss 
rilldred Bray, S ta t^ Superintendent of I»ublic 
Ins truct ion came down from Carson City and 

. o f f i c i a l l y d e d i c a t e d the s c h o o l . Major 
Z C. J . P. B a l l , V ice -Pres ident o f BMI: Bob 

Smith, Pres ident of the school board; Roy 
G, P e t r i e , School Superintendent, and a few 
o t h e r s spoke. There i s n ' t space here to 
present what they a l l sa id , but there i s n ' t 
a man, woman, or c h i l d on the. p r o j e c t who • 

\ c a n ' t take the general theme o f the ta lks 
and l e t i t bum into his heart. . 

> 

THE GENERAL IDEA 
• "Here i s a great democracy at war—fighting 

f o r i t s very l i f e , bat t l ing to preserve the 
t h i n g s i t holds d e a r — i t s l i b e r t i e s , i t s 
f r e e i n s t i t u t i o n s , i t s way of l i f e . And 
here too Is a great p lant , part ly In pro
d u c t i o n , part ly s t i l l under cons truc t ion . 
Amid the l i f e and death r e a l i t i e s of war we 
s t i l l b u i l d a b e a u t i f u l s c h o o l f o r the 
chi ldren of the men and women who are here 
•to h e l p b u i l d the plant- The p lant . i s k 
major n e c e s s i t y Of t o d a y — t h e s c h o o l a 
n e c e s s i t y for tomorrow—both b u i l t so that 
future Americans may enjqif l iber ty . 

V 

"Thank God me- l i v e in a country where we 
can f ight Jor democracy without f a i l i n g our 

0 de»ecracy during the s truggle ." 

ADOS MEANING TO PROJECT 
That was''the general idea—that and a warm 
f e e l i n g which every American has when he i s 
doing something for c h i l d r e n . One rather 
f e l t a deeper s i g n i f i c a n c e in the projec t 

. i t s e l f as he real ized that the school i s one 
o f those treasures of democracy which thtt-
big , p l a n t i s b e i n g e r e c t e d to p r e s e r v e . 
So—the quicker the plant i s completed'and 

"• the output of magnesium increased, the sa f 
er i s going to be the future of the 1000 
c h i l d r e n or so'who are e n r o l l e d - h e r e , and 
thcf m i l l i o n s of o t h e r s who are g o i n g fo 
school a l l over the United S ta te s . If mag-
n e s i u m . i f i l l p r o t e c t them a g a i n s t b e i n g 
brought up as gangs ters under German and 
Japanese i n s t r u c t i o n — w e l l you and I know 

"-where our duties l i e . Our pari i s to f i n 
i s h the p l a n t and keep i t r o l l i n g . 

MAGNESIUM. THE MIRACLE METAL 
(Continued from l a s t week.) 

By JOHN R. GILLINOHAM 
First Lieutenant, Air Corps 

V Cyclone 14-cylinder englpe of 1700 horse
power Is 91 pounds l i g h t e r when magnesium •• 
is used wherever-possible. Instead of alumi
num. In a twin-engined a i rp lane , t h i s i s • 
quite a saving. I t i s the equivalent of an 
fixtra man. Or i t pan mean greater speed or 
'•arrylng c a p a c i t y . When used throughout 
the a i r p l a n e , in every p o s s i b l e p l a c e — i n 
the w i n g s , ' i n the f u s e l a g e , in mountings, 
i n t a n k s , i n p a n e l s , i n f l o o r i n g , i n 
whee ls , In v e n t i l a t i n g d u c t s , and in dust 
c o v e r s , to name but a few o f t h e many 
uses for maecnesiiun a l l o y s i n a/modern com
bat a i rp lane—the saVing i s tremendous Tn 
t e r n s o f i n c r e a s e d p e r f o m a n c e . 

Of course, there ai*e many places where mag-
nesluB cannot be used, where the s t r a i n i s 
g r e a t e s t , and in c e r t a i n moving p a r t s . 
3ut magnesium i s coming to increas ing use 
a l l the t ime. I t i s easy to wfeld, and I t 
lias been treated against corrosion with Inr 
c-reaslng success. . The previous hazard of 
inflammability has been largely el iminated, 
thanks t o new and Improved t e c h n i q u e s . 

Ae a r e f o r t u n a t e i n America b e c a u s e we 
have enormous resources for the manufac
ture o f t h i s a l l - important metal . We have 
plenty of the bas ic Ingredients , which are 
b r i n e , s e a w a t e r , and m a g n e s i t e . Our 
only r e s t r i c t i o n , up to now, has been 
the men, bu i ld ings , and power necessary / to 
turn I t out in the g r e a t e s t quant i ty j /but 

"we are taking care of that now, wltbrhuge 
p l a n t s a l l o v e r A m e r i c a . 

.Jasic Magnesium, I n c o r p o r a t e d , / w i l l soon, 
as you know, be the larges - t producer of 
ma^eslum ifi the world. The American air-:. 
craft industry i s going to use every ptound 
o f that metal which you can produce, and 
^nore, top . Mo matter how much of i t you 
make. I t w i l l never be too much for our war-
planes. The Army Air Forces are relying on 
you to provide our airplanes with the extra 
margin of super ior i ty that w i l l bring t h i s 

..war to an end as soon as p o s s i b l e . You 
have a v i t a l piart to-^lay in securing V ic 
tory for our cause , ana~tt-w4rll mean hard 
work, extra hard work, for a l l concerned. 

But you are going to be repaid for what you 
do, avery tflme you p ick up the newspaper 
and rbad of another American a e r i a l t r i 
umph. You w i l l know that magpiesium had a 
.\oi to do with i t , the magnesium which you 
y o u r s e l v e s have produced. You w i l l hav6 
the thanks of the people o f America, and 
e s p e c i a l l y o f those g a l l a n t airmen who f l y 
t h e i r a i r p l a n e s In mortal c6mbat a g a i n s t 
the en«my. They know what that extra par-
g i n means. I t ' s the margin o f l i f e and 
d e a t h , o f V i c t o r y or d e f e a t ^ f o r them^ 
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