
/ . 

BAS(C MAGCieS(Uri NEWS LETTER 

NUMBER 15 BASIC MAfiMESI UN, INCORPORATED, U « Vtgt* , Nevada OCTOBER I 1 9 4 2 

THE AIR CORPS WRITES TO YOU 
Ihe eyes.of the Army Air Corps—froK Ice
land to Aus t ra l i a , in Europe, and in Af
r i c a are upon BUI. The Big Job asked Air 
Corps Headquarters In Washington to t e l l 
you why. We explained that workers here 
know about the need for magnesiuB for f i re 
boaibs and.ti'acer b u l l e t s . We asked for an 
a r t i c l e on the need for nagnesiuB in the 
production of war p lanes . The Air Corps 
responded with an intere^stirig a r t i c l e , 
w r i t t e n espec ia l ly for The Big Job—and 
you. We know tha-t i t wi l l add meaning to 

' your work and mine—so we're going to pub
l i s h the artjicle in Instal lments . Here i s 
t h e f i r s t c h a p t e r : 

HAONESIUU, THE VIRACLE*METAL 

By JOHN B. OILLINQHAH 
F i r s t L i e u t e n a n t , Air Corps 

In fo rmat ion «nd Educa t iona l D iv i s ion 
Headquar te r s î rmy Air / o r o e s 

WAR OBP'ARTHENT, Washington 

(Spec ia l to the Big Job) 
Magnesium I s fast proving i t s e l f to be one 
of the most v e r s a t i l e metals of the pre
sen t day aviat ion indus t ry . Wheri only a 
few years ago, magnesium was a compara
t ively new and untr ied metal, d i f f i cu l t to 
make In quant i ty , and regarded as extrem
ely " t r i cky" to use , i t now i s being em
ployed extensively throughout combat'Sir-
c r a f t , and hundreds qf millions of pounds 
of th is metal will be rol l ing out of plants 
a l l over America. A generation ago, mag
nesium was something which was used chief
ly for f lash l ight powder. As recently as 

' /''1.938, only 6,400,000 pounds were produced, 
and even th is small quantity was regarded 
a s e x c e s s i v e . 

I T ' S DIFFERENT HOW , 
^: But a l l . that was before America entered t^ie 

greatest aircrjift building program ever a t 
tempted. We are bui lding up the g rea tes t 
a i r force that has ever darkened the skies . 
But quan t i t y a lone w i l l not be enough. 

Quality of. those a i rc ra f t i s ever more im
por tan t . Iwnkirk proved tha t , whenjmn-
dreds of thousands of Br i t i sh troops were 
taken off the s o i l of France aga ins t the 
ftill fury of the Nazi Wehrmacht, protected 
by, the aer ia l umbrella extended by the out
numbered R.A^f. The B a t t l e of B r i t a i n 

_ proved the same th ing , when H i t l e r ' s av
owed attempt to sijash Imgland in to rubble 

iwas frustrated'by tiie superb quality of the 
men and a i r c r a f t of that same R.A.F. The, 
B r i t i s h S p i t f i r e may wel l ,be regarded as 
the a i rp lane t h a t s e t t l e d the destiny, of 
t he wor ld , thanks t o q u a l i t y . 

U.S. BOMBERS WHIP GERMANS 
In the American Army Air Forces, too, qual
i t y has proved to be a l l - impor tan t . The 
overwhelming successes which our big bomb
ers have, enjoyed over the Pacific, aftd more 
r e c e n t l y over Europe, provide dramatic 
proof of t h i s . When eleven Flying For t 
resses.met twice t h e i r number of the new 
German^ focke-Wulf, "'190'Fighters over the 
North Sea the other day, s ix Germans were 
shot down while the American bombers a l l 
•got safely back. Here was a supreme t e s t 
of qua l i ty , featuring tne famous American 
Flying F o r t r e s s e s agains t the brand-new 
German fighter which our enemies have touted 
as the dead l i e s t ship in the s k i e s . The 
fight was de,adly a l l right—for the Nazis. 
That success portends mighty w6ll for the 
fu ture , when the thundering a i r might of 
America will f i l l the skies over Europe, and 
reduce our enemies to helpless Impotence. 

THAT EXTRA MARGIN OF SPEED 

What makes the supreme quality of American 
a i rcraf t? Generally, i t i s the same thing 
that makes for a champion tracit s t a r . . Al-
mos't.any able-bodied yomg mtui can rtm th,e 
hundred yard d a ^ in 12 seconds oj*' l e s s . A 
"ten-flAt"' man, who was considered fast in 
deed a generation agpst i s quite commonplace 
now. To place in the "big-itime", a man must 
cover the distance In 9.6 seconds or be t te r , 
And to be & champion, he latst do i t in 9 .41. 



THe OCG JOQ' ^GASIC MAGNeS(UM (VeWS'LgTTER 
JUST -GOOD" IS NOT ENOUGH 

r, 

That s l igh t extra margin of speed that en
ables him to cut off only two-tenths ^ f a 
second i s the mafgln of greatness that Ifr-
so hard to ge t . I t must^^be earned by In
tense t ra in ing and s k i l l , many times more 
than what i s required for j u s t a "good" 
sp r in t e r . There i s a d i rec t -para l le l when 
we consider combat a i rc raf t . I t i s easy to 
bu i ld an a i rp l ane tha t i s J u s t a "good" 
ship. I t i s an a i t i r e ly different thing to 
bui ld one with the extra m?irgin of speed, 
range, and load-carrying abi l i ty which will 

"T&ike i t possible to beat oui; enemies whenever 
our ainnen encounter Uieii. I t ' s mighty hard 
to get I t , and cost ly , too, but i t ' s well 
worth i t . One of the ways of ge t t ing that 
ex t ra performance i s by using the f ines t 
.metals possible to gain tiie greatest strength 
with the l e a s t wel^ght. Kvery pound saved 
means be t t e r performance, l l i a t ' s why mag
nesium i s such a v i t a l war material . 

• • (To be continued.) 
••* NOT LIKE'OTHER'PROJECTS 

Most war Industrie!^, located -In or near 
large feettled communities.get t h e l r u t i l l -
ties—water, e l e c t r i c i t y , sewage, -service, 
and gas from local govemment or going pr i 
vate service companies. Jiot so witii Bill-
Every u t i l i t y service oft t h i s proj-ect haa 
to be provided as p a r t of the proj.ect i t - . 
self. Water, from lake to plant, townslte, 
and camp, comes through lines bu i l t as part 
of Uie project. Ihe same Is true of e lec t r i 
cal energy from the dam. l-lood control 
works, storm dra ins , and a whole sani tary 
sewer and sewage disposal system have als© ' 
been designed'and construjbted. 

PROGRAM AND'DANCE 
liest you forget: You are invited to attend 
Uie school dedicatory ceremony a t the new' 
school auditorium Saturday., October, ii'd. « t ' 
4 p.m. Event i s being sponsored by the BMI 
Post, No. 40, American ijeglon in co-opera- ' 
tlon with the School Board. The^Leglbh is 
also sponsoring a dance In the auditori<4i 
a t 6 p.m. Saturday. Admission^wlll be Jjl^QO-
a c o u p l e . Net proceeds wi l l he lp buy 
musical i'nstruments for the school; Ander
son ' s i s donating refreshments. So—dust-
off your hoe-down shoes and come on along. 

WORK STARTS ON GROCERY STORE 
Surveyors wart to worV la te las t week'stak

ing out the s i t e of a building to house a 
grocery store in Basic Townslte. Construc
t ion will be speeded. The grocery wil l be 
the f i r s t of several business buildings to 

-be erected in the townslte coHierclal area. 

ABOUT OTHER SCARCITIES 
)lor4 than copper i s ge t t ing scarce around 
these diggings. Men and wcaufi workers of 
a l l kinds ^ r e j i o longer abundant. Meat, 
i:jlk, and other food i teas are next to l a -
possible to buy in quantity. Washit^ton has 
ordered 160,000,000 new ration books printed. 
They will be used for rationing several com
modit ies . These s c a r ^ t l e s have a d i r e c t 
meaning to a l l of us here. Anderson's mar
kets fOf-food Have narrowed down to Jus t 
about one. Seatitle, i>an Francisco, andSan 
Diego are .out, because of heavy Army and 
Navy purchases. Anderson's buying must be 
done almost e n t i r e l y in Los Angeles—aroi 
many times many commodities are not to be 
had. So remember, when, s i i i s t l tu tes have to 
be served, Anderson's wi l l be doing what 
every family is having to do—dish out what 
i s available—and l ike i t . , 

Anderson's wants help. Folks have got to 
be fed. ;Wives of project employees who want 
to help can do so—and get paid for it—by 
applying a t the Coffee Shop. 

BEWARE OF CREDIT SHARKS 
{. J - • . • . ^ ' \ . 

Here's a warning and a word of caution for 
workers on the project. *atchout for. tiiese 
c redi t sharks who tr_y-to get you t6 assign 
youn.pay.'- Strl^rC^egal regulations mak« i t 
nfepessary for every company oh the project 
t o frown on pay assignments. Some c red i t 
flrmS'g€t people to sign a l o t of papdrs, 
and sometimes people sigp without reading, 
andi discover l a t e r tha t they have assigned 

' t h e i r pay. In dealing wltii c red i t houses, 
be sure you read before you write your Joim 
tteOic'ock. And you.Ill be be t t e r off If you 
always •refUs§.-to a s s i ' ^ your pay. 

SCOUT TROOP IN MAKING" 

Preliminary steps for the organization of a 
Troop of Boy Scouts in the Townslte hiave 
been taken. M6n l iv ing In the Townslte who 
have had experience :as Scoutmasters are re
quested to com?juntcate with Pete Hamlltpn, 
Phone Basle 106. 
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