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12 SHORT MONTHS—AND LOOK I 
There's a harvest of anniversaries around 
this BMI project these days. The picture 
on this page—taken a year ago this week— 
shows what we dean. On the greasewood 
dotted acreage shown in the picture, «en 
have fashimied Materials Into the world's 
largest nagnesium plant, the like of which 
only a few of tĥ w ever saw. It seeBS in
credible that now—a short yfear later— 
white'«etal i s coMlng out of the c e l l s . 
I t ' s a trluHph, and don't you forget It! 

SOME PRE-BUILDIMG MARVELS. TOO 
But It took a lot jp9fe than successf\il bat
ting down of construction obstacles to pro-' 
duce'thls •odem Miracle. The spSed with 
which the project Moved froM a Mere idea 
to * building project—and the hurdles 
which a handful of men had to surMOWt be
fore the ground could be broken Make a 
s tor^ as draMatic as any In the whole 
Magic h i s tory of i n d u s t r i a l Anerlca. 

FIRST PLANS AT BOTTOH OF OCEAN 
Write soMe of these facts into the record 
book, and you' l l see what we're driving 
a t . It was only 17 Months ago this week 
that off icials of the Office of Prqductlon 
Managewent assured BMI off ic ials that they 
liked the idea of constructing a aagnesluM 
plant.in Nevada. 

This picture was taken 
a year ago this week— 
on Sept. 15, 1941 to bf 
e x a c t . I t ' s the nvI 
Plant s i t e . A few min
utes a f ter the nhoth-
granher snapped t h i s 
shot, a f l ee t of bu l l 
dozers began clearing 
the landscape. From 
that nonent, things hnve 
been hunming. A shot 
fro«i the same point on 
Sent. 15, 1942 — would 
reveal an AMerlcan Mir
a c l e - - but we can' t 
show things like that to 
the enemy. 

It was only sixteen months ago that s ix 
largecases of plant designs were on their 
way froM England. The ship bearing them 
was sunk by a torpedo. The plans were lost . 

The two Ehglish technicians bringing the 
plans over were resaied. Back in England 

Jt,he original drawings were microfilmed and 
sped to the United States by plane. Then 
the two technicians boarded ship again and 
came over themselves. They're on the job 
at the project today. ' ~" 

JUST A SKELETON ORGANIZATION 
With the arrival of these tiny microfilms, 
things really begtoi to MOTW-. fn l ess than 
a Month BMI sifted a contract with t̂he Be^ 
fense Plant Corporation for construction of 
a p lant . But DPC decided to make the 
plant four times as large as the contract 
called for. 

17 MEN SET BUSY 
Only thirteen Months ago this week the con
tract for the "prevent plant was cl<»ed. On 
that epochal date BMI had 17 employees. 
The sam* week DPC decided that BMI should 
also build the water &n) transMlsslon lines 
froM the daa and the lake. BMI later suiblet 
-these contracts. In the saMe week also 
orders for nearly $10,000,000 worth of 
e lectr ica l equlpit^nt were placed^and the 
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chlorine plant construction contracted for. 
Only* a year ago t h i s month—on September 
3 , 1941—the McNeil contract was s igned. 
On September 15 the BMI s t a f f — a l l 22 of 
them—moved from Cleveland l a t o the Marine 
Airplane hangar a t Boulder City—and Dude 
Brannon marshalled h i s f l e e t oT bulldozers 
into the greefeenood. The big-job was under 
way. And yoi^ wouldn't know the old place 

^ JROM NOTHING A SHORT YEAR AGO 
' Never before—anywhere—has such a gigantic 
undertaking been conceived, tack led , and 
accomplished In such a short t ine by an or
g a n i z a t i o n which , a t the o u t s e t — a few 
short months ago—could have gone comfortably 
to town In a s ta t i on wagon. 

I t do<!sn't make any difference which out f i t 
you work with; e i t h e r BMI, a contractor, oT 
a sub-contrac tor . There's enough s t r u t -
producing pride In th i s job for everybody. 

So—take another glimpse at the p i c t u r e . 
Then t r e a t y o u r s e l f to a good sweeping 
look at the p l a n t . A year! Just a short 
year! Folks, a i n ' t that siwpln'? 

. APARTMENTS AND HOTEL GOING UP 
Bas ic ' s apartments for women and hotel for 
men are under\CDnstructlon in the townsite. 
To house 50 gi> 
be completed In 

Is , and 50 men, they w i l l 
bout 60 days. 

The g i r l s ' apartment building comprises 22 
double apartments ana s i x s i n g l e s . Each 
has k i t chene t t e , dining nook, and combin
ation l i v ing and bedroom. The building i s 
a 4%ctangle, 193 x 153 constructed around 
two large icourts , each of which i s flanked 
by an arcade. The inner court at the rear 
i s screened from the f r o n t i b u r t ; The 
front court opens from a main lounge and 
several small reception rooms so that the 
area near the entrance may-be used for soc-

y ia l a f f a i r s — w i t h the boy f r i e n d s . The 
- s t r u c t u r e i s in the large park area a t the. 

eas t end of the tdwnslte. ', 

^ MEN'S BUILDING LIKE HOTEL 
The Men's bui ld ing i s more l i k e a hotel'— 
although It too opens upon a large center_ 
c o u r t . There are 50 s i n g l e rooms, each' 

""with a lavatory. Central shower rooms are 
conveniently located . The men's lounge— 
•like a hotel lobby—Is flanked by swal ler 
rooHs. These are c a l l e d "conference" 
rooms, but cou ld be used for p i n o c h l e . 
The men's'bui lding I s located on the west 
s ide of the business area. 

SCHOOL TO OPEN OCTOBER 2 
Twelve grades of the Railroad Pass School 
in Bas ic Townsi te w i l l onen on Friday^ 

. October 2 at 8 o 'c lock in the momlnig. On 
the f i r s t day reg i s tra t ions w i l l be taken. 
Regular c l a s s e s w i l l . s t a r t on Monday morn
ing, October 5 a t 8 a.m. 

BRRrtRRRR. 
This i s the f i r s t time In the ent ire history 
o*f the greflt and gplden west that any large 
number o f people have been frozen in Nevada 
ear ly in September. ^ 

A LI TTL.E„AMER I CAN FLAG. ^ _ _ 
A t iny scrap of bunting, ,measuring s ix by 
e i g h t i n c h e s , became the f i r s t Ame'rican 
f l a g to f l y o v e r a conquered Japanese 
stronghold In t h i s war. vXt was J^m to' Oiê r 
top o f a Japanese f l a g p o l e at Kukum on 
Guadalcanal I s l a n d on August 7 , e i g h t 
months to the day a f t e r the atfKck on 
Pearl Harbor. A group of Marines pushing 
Inland In the f i r s t phase of the Solomon 
Is lands of fens ive , , stopped long enough to 
cheer the brave l i t t l e f lag f ly ing so proud
l y , then pressed on. 

The man who r a i s e d t h i s m i n i a t u r e Old 
Glory over Guadalcanal was Lt . Evard J . 
S n e l l , whose w i f e and two sons l i v e a t 
1324 South 50th S t r e e t , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . He .bought the f l a g In 
Vlneland, New Jersey , dh Memorial Day i n 
1934. Faded and frayed aftgr e igh t years 
o f travel with the Marines,' i t has flown 
from a barracks window In thte Ph i l ipp ines 
in 1936, over a tent in Cuba, and as i d e n t i 
f i c a t i o n on a ricksha used by Lieutenant 
S n e l l during the t r o u b l e In Pek ln and 
Tlents i ln ' in 1937 and 1938. The s tory o f 
the l i t t l e f lap's big moment was relayed to 
Washington by a Marine Corns combat corres
pondent. He d i d n ' t have to t e l l us that 
the li<arines "gave i t thefr best"! 

GIVING THE AXIS THE AX 
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