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BMI PROJECT BIGGER THAN DAM JOB 
^Bduider DMt~great as was, the tasle of .build-
I Ing it—ptived the way f o r , * s t i l l greater 

c o n s t r u c t i o n proJect - ' - t l*B^ob a t B.M-. I . 
Boulder e l e c t r i f i e d the g r e a t Southwest , 
both s c i e n t i f i c a l l y and p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y . 
I t sent a wave of prosperity surging over a 
great area. Without i t today's war indus
tr i e s of the Southwest would not e x i s t . Be
cause o f the energy i t generates and the 
water i t impounds tfye Basic pl«mt i s pos-

' s i b l e . 

So I t detracts nothing from the splendor of 
the Boulder accopiplishment to point out that 
the big job at Basic i s of even more gigan
t i c p r o p o r t i o n s . 

At the peak of employment the doM p r o j e c t 
had 5,250 at work. Last week the eif>loyment 
count on the Bas i c Job was 1 3 , 6 1 8 . The 
weekly pay .ro l l at th i s project Is greater 
than the monthly pay ro l l at the dam. An
derson ' s had a mess h a l l at the dam that 
seated 1300. Anderson's here can serve 2500 
at a s i t t i n g . And a l l America i s s t i l l proud 

^ f the dam. 

CALLING ALL LOCAL TALENT 
Can you box, wrestle, sing, or play a musi
cal instrument? Maybe you're a Juggler or 
a clog dancer. All right. The boys at the 
camp are rounding up all kinds of talent and 
are planning to stage saae bovts and shous. 
They're fixing to heme a close harmony club 
and maybe a hot band. If you want to help, 
just leave your nme and your kind of talent 
at the Commissary for Ervin deValee or go 
and see him at tent 11-15. If you box or 
wrestle he wants your weight on the hoof. 

PAINTERS LIKE DEEP-SEA DIVERS 

McNeil painters p ly brushes -whilTr-ttolng a l 
most everything but standing on their heads. 
There's one: l i t t l e Job of pa int ing inside^ 
exhaust l ines that ' s something l ike deep-sea 
diving. The. paint used in t h i s work tosses 
out very obnoxious ftimes. So the painters 

wear p r o t e c t i v e c l o t h i n g and gas k&sks. 
They go in to the pipe attached to a rope. 
They can work only about 30 minutes at a 
time. If, at the end o f half an hour, they 
f a i l to emerge or qu i t wigg l ing , they are 
h a u l e d o u t . 

DUNKING P I P E BY THE TON AND THE MILE 
Painters are dunking tons of pipei One i n 
s t a l l a t i o n alone i s handling the dipping of 
7,000 tons or 14 mi l l ion pounds of cast iron 
l ine . Another i s immersing condulfiand pipe 
for the e l e c t r i c a l Job. Threemiles o f th i s 
kind o f material are being dunked in l a c -
Ijuer—-"not to mention tons o f e l e c t r i c a l 
f i t t i n g s . Insit le p i p e p a i n t i n g inc ludes 
everything from ha l f inch l i n e to a i r ducts 
b i g enough to d r i v e a t r u c k t h r o u g h . 

EVERYTHING BUT LIPSTICK 
The Job i s using about 1100 gallons of paint 
a day.' E>very 24 hours the boys cover 44,000 
square yaVds of s u r f a c e . The whole task 
wi l l take 200 carloads of paint . This i n -
(jludes'every known color and shade, every 
kind of p a i n t . Some v a r i e t i e s must wi th
stand tenperatures up to 1200 degrees Centi
grade. Some must be impervious to a c i d s . 
Some must stand up under high e l e c t r i c a l 
current . And so»e must r e s i s t al l -^hree." 
They're us ing c h l o r i n a t e d rubber p a i n t . 
Another job c a l l s ft)r a primer coat v id then 
an eneuiel which i s applied at a temperature 
o f 550 d e g r e e s F a h r e n h e i t . 

-Pa int ing s igns a lone keeps two i e n busy. 
They turn out on an average o f 100 s igns a 
d a y — l i t t l e tags, bi l lboards, truck numbers, 
s t r e e t s i g n s , door des ignat ions , d i rec t ion 
s i g n s , and tent nuabers . Although there. 
seem to be few places where smoking i s ban
ned, i t took 1400 "No Smoking" s i g n s to 
c o v e r , t h e hazard s p o t s . 

'rtORiSES PINCH-HIT FOR CAMELS 

Most of the pa in ters would walk miles for 
a camel—to ge t b r i s t l e s . Chinese camel's 
h a i r brushes are gone with thib^tfrar. Old 
Dobbin i s^p lnch-h l t t lng . Brushes are part 
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domestic b r i s t l e , but mostly horse-ha i r . 
They wear out three times as fast as the ola 
Chinese v a r i e t y . The order for brushes 

_ broke- t he wr t r ld ' s r e c o r d . 

BMI CLUB 60IM6 STRONG,. 
The Bfil Recreational Club is doing all 
right. Put on a s*»// party at the Colony 
last Friday night. Other events are being 
planned. Club funds provided the Basic 
Softball team uith equipmeiit, shirts and 
shoes. Dutch Vilcoxen, first baseman, 
played tvo games barefooted, and didn't 

:.,if}t. n i^cratrh. Ihe.first night he .were^ 
shoes he got a bad cut from a spike. 
Basic's team is in tuo leagues, the Vegas 
Sagebrush and the Boulder City circuits^ 
The McMeit team von a tie for top spot in 
the Vegas Cactus League. 

YOU DRINK AND EAT LOTS OF MAGNESIUM 
About 2.24 per cent of the ear th 's crust is 
composed of magnesium. Among UiE.._fileinents 
i t stands eighth in abundance, ' ^ f the 
in the ocean about 10.88 per cent i s magne-' 
slum chloride; 4.74 per cent magnesium sul
phate; 77.76 per cent sodium chlor ide or 
common sal t . - In the Dead Sea, thou^ , there 
Is more magnesium .chloride than there i s 
sodium chloride. The same thing is true of 
a lake in-Russia'. Magnesium is everywhere. 
I t i ' l s in p lan t s . Ashes of plants contain 
more calcium than magnesium, but seeds con-

^tain more magnesium. Of a l l the wines, 
'iilalaga contains the most magnesium—about 
.04 per cent. When you eat an oyster 2.58 

•per cent of your-gulp i s magnesium. But 
when you devour a crab or lobster the mag-

\,nesium content of . |^ur meal may be as 
high as 16 pe r c e n t . 

I t TAKES A LOT TO MAKE A LITTLE 

'Magnesium occurs nowhere as a free element. 
Known as a s a l t for centur ies i t was not 
u n t i l r e la t ive ly recent years that i t was 
trans formed'into a metal. Even today i t 
takes a l o t of p lan t , and a most p rec i se 
application of electro-chemistry to produce 
the metal. That i s why t h i s p l an t i s so 
l a rge . At f\ill capacity, Basic will make 

_ 3 0 times as much magnesiu*-as was made in 
the ent ire world six years agp. Each day's 
production wil l be great in eubic measure
ment. lYet i t win be so l ight that the em
ployees a t the plant would be able to pick 
U£fand c a r r y the whole d a y ' s o u t p u t . 

Speaking of statistics—if all the uncon
firmed rumors going the rounds in a nodern 
var Production plant were laid end on end— 
it would be a dawned good thing. 

__ .J i l6HT ANGLES ON BIG BUSS BAR 
A lo t of men on this Job get paid for going 
on benders. But they ' re 'not the kind you 
th ink . They work in the buss bar shop. 
TJiey're bending tliick, wide copper "piajiks". 
At f i r s t the bending machines were worked by 
man power. I t took six.men. to bend a b ig 
buss bar ioto a r ight angle. Now new hy-
dpftulic machines \\v Hie'wuik^*w't'C»'TWl'Hien 
at a machine. They're bending 48,240 sepa
rate bars. They niu.st be true to l/32 of an 
i n c h . Another world r e c o r d . 

THE BIG TRAIN 
If a l l the material- tViat ha.s been unloaded 
on th is Job were put into one <»ol id t r a in , 
tha t train" would be Jus t about 80 miles 
long, to provide lujlbailinj; f a c i l i t i e s , Mc-. 
Neil crews have laid 20 miles of standard^ 
gauge track. Basic tx)ught a big locomotive 

^to shunt cars .arouiMi. Average iirttoading 
right now--with the peak past—is CO c-ars- a 
Say. This does not include tonnage coming by 
t\uck. The biggest day for unloadlnps, ac
cording to General Stores^ saw the boys emp
tying 122 cars. To fac i l i t a te dis t r ibut ion ' , 
of t h i s huge amount of incomiiig f re igh t , 
General S t o r e s o p e r a t e s 12 braiiche-«>. 

TO TOWNS ITE RESIDENTS^ 
To resident." of the demountables in Basic 
Townsite: Tlie Housing Department reques-t^ -
that in calling for maintenance service you ̂  
give the project number of your house and 

-not the street-niunher. Maintenance crews are . 
b e t t e r acfjuainted with the projec t holiSe 
numbers tlian with the s t ree t numbers—and 
on houses, of c e r t a i n co lors , tlie bronze 
s t r e e t numbers are d i f f i cu l t to read from 
the highway. 

Mext time you are near one of the electrical - . 
transmission tine touers erected by South-
vestern Engineering from the plant to the 
dm, take a good look at it. Although these 
touers bear the veieht of a lot of cable 
they are built also to resist strong up
surge. ¥hen a full load of 'juice" is pour
ing over the cables there is a powerful up-. 
ward force. The touers are therefore strong- ^ 
/y rooted in deep concrete anctare designed. \^''-
to withsiand lift as well as the cable- '^^ 
weight. . ' ' 
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